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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ON TUESDAY EVENING, Mr. A. W. Kenyon, C.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., spoke at the Housing Centre on ‘* The 
Builder’ Low-Cost Housing Competition and gave an interest- 
ing comparison between modern and _ pre-war housing 
standards. p. 341 


IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS on February 27, Mr. Profumo 
asked the Minister of Local Government and Planning whether 
he would consider sanctioning the issue of private building 
licences in excess of the ratio of one in five to districts where 
he was satisfied that such action would more speedily alleviate 
the housing shortage without interfering with the local 
authority’s council housing problem. Mr. Dalton replied in 
the affirmative. p. 361 


“THE NARROW SCOPE allowed the private house-builder has 
not been sufficient for him to plan effective operations,” said 
Mr. Stanley C. Ramsey, F.R.I.B.A., deputy chairman of the 
Abbey National Building Society, at the society’s annual general 
meeting on March 2. “ Surely a wise programme would have 
allowed for some experiments of a sufficient magnitude.’ p. 363 








LONDON TRAFFIC CONGESTION 


THs is the title of a report—reviewed in our issue of March 2 
—to the Minister of Transport from. the London and Home 
Counties Advisory Committee, which appointed a special 
sub-committee to consider traffic congestion in inner London 
(74 square miles), with particular reference to parking problems. 
In view of the urgency of the matter—at one point only (St. 
Giles-circus) traffic congestion is estimated to be costing £200,000 
a year—the committee confined itself to the consideration of 
essential and practical measures of a short-term character. 
The measures proposed are doubtless in themselves both 


amendment of it as agreed by the Ministry of Transport during 
the past eight years, and if not will the expenditure of £24,427,600 
now prejudice the realisation of the long-term programme of 
that plan? The answer is that the plan has already been 
prejudiced; for example, it placed more importance on ring 
road “B” than upon ring road “A.” The Ministry of 
Transport then exalted the latter, incidentally proposing it 
should be of a much more expensive type, and have now 
abandoned it. , Have they also abandoned the original “ A’? 
One asks because something like the committee’s Euston-road 
proposal (£2,620,000) would have formed part of the original 
ring road “A.” It seems clear that the north-south tunnel, 
with underground parking attached, proposed in the County of 
London Plan, would have been much more effective than the 
widening of Tottenham Court-road and the slip roads at St. 
Giles-circus (total estimated cost £4,430,000) proposed by the 
committee, and would have rendered these works unnecessary. 


Broadly the position seems to be that the committee, faced 
with a desperate situation, has recommended short-term 
measures for its immediate alleviation, and for this we owe it 
our warm thanks. It may be that at the moment we cannot 
spare labour and materials for more, but the grave danger is 
that the execution of these short-term measures may prejudice 
the realisation of the long-term schedule needed to make our 


» capital city an efficient organism and to save a vast annual 


wastage of road transport. In terms of cash we cannot afford 
to abandon a complete solution of the problem. As the 
committee say, “ Road transport is a key factor in the economy 
of the United Kingdom, and the cost of operating it is inevitably 
reflected in the prices of the food we eat and the goods we 
manufacture. Road transport cannot be run efficiently and 
economically when traffic congestion reduces movement to. a 
crawl. The cost of such congestion in lost man-hours and 
vehicle-hours must amount to many millions of pounds per 
annum. Traffic congestion, therefore, must be reduced.” 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Housing Old People 

HE discussion meeting which the 
R.I.B.A. is to hold on April 13 should 
do a good deal to focus attention on the 
problem of providing accommodation for 
old people. The speakers who have been 
invited are already a guarantee of a meeting 
that should prove highly interesting, not 
least to those who may at some future time 
decide to enter for the architectural compe- 
tition which may be held to design homes 
for the Architects’ Benevolent Society’s own 
dependants. The Institute’s exhibition com- 
mittee has already started the collection of 
schemes for a display (to be placed on view 
at 66, Portland-place from April 13-28), and 

invites particulars of suitable material. 
Meanwhile, we publish on page 358 a 
fourth list of donors to the Centenary 
Appeal for £50,000 to build and endow 
homes for old architects. The day when 
these will be designed and built advances 
with every such list. Will any architect 
who has not yet written his cheque make 

sure that his name is on the next list? 


The R.A.H. Again 


Many MUST find it puzzling that the Royal 
Albert Hall (that offshoot of the 1851 Ex- 
hibition) is continually being threatened with 
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disaster through bankruptcy, for few build- 
ings appear to be used for such a variety of 
purposes, and purposes which appear to the 
average outsider to be financially rewarding. 
Recently, once again the Corporation of 
the Albert Hall has apparently found itself 
in difficulty to the extent that it has applied 
to the Government for a loan of £353,000 
(to be paid off in 40 years) to clear its 
debts and to carry out the necessary 
renovations. 


Although the story is tinged with sadness, 
the fact that it has become necessary to seek 
financial support from the Government on 
this scale suggests that the cost of maintain- 
ing the Hall as an all-purpose arena may 
eventually be too great to make it a sound 
proposition unless the position can be 
remedied. People laugh at the Albert Hall 
as they laugh at the Albert Memorial near- 
by. The acoustics are generally abhorred, 
and its general plan and shape are quite at 
variance with the rules of auditorium design. 
Nevertheless, a large number of functions 
appear to be comfortably held there, and it 
has somehow won its way into the scene 
of London entertainment. And, despite all 
the criticisms levelled against it, one is in- 
clined to think that the R.A.H. will be 
well supported by many “ old faithfuls” in 
its struggle for survival and will stolidly 
wait and watch its present accusers become 
its admirers. 
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Safety on the Roads 


A FEW YEARS ago Mr. G. T. Bennett, 
then County Surveyor for Oxfordshire, 
issued a report that was reviewed in our 
columns, in which he claimed, as the result 
of careful study, that the remodelling of the 
road system might reduce the rate of fatal 
accidents by 76 per cent., and the removal 
of common dangers only, such as bottle- 
necks, blind bends and junctions, by 59 per 
cent. Subsequently, a modest pilot experi- 
ment made at 60 road intersections at a 
cost of £30,000, did result in a saving of 
forty lives and many serious injuries, on the 
basis of previous records at these points 
representing an improvement of 75 per cent. 
This on a continuing accident toll offers a 
striking dividend on the undertakings. 

At a recent debate on road safety in the 
House of Lords, the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Transport, Lord Lucas, 
disputed the validity of Mr. Bennett’s figures, 
which were quoted by Lord Howe in this 
debate, on the ground that the police re- 
ports attributed less than one per cent. of 
all accidents to road defects. This amaz- 
ing discrepancy calls for an explanation 
which is actually a very simple one; the 
policeman’s road “defect” is very different 
from the surveyor’s, it takes no account of 
planning, design or capacity, matters in 
which technical qualifications are not de- 
manded from the police force, and only re- 


THE APPROACH TO SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION, FROM WATERLOO STATION. This night view of the laminated arched 
“Station Gate” shows well its dramatic qualities. The architects are Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners 
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fers to such defects as slippery surfaces, pot- 
holes, etc. 

Mr. Bennett, in a letter to The Times of 
February 22, dealt with this and other 
points arising from the discussion in a very 
explicit way. Incidentally it is gratifying to 
note that after his successes in Oxfordshire 
he is now, as county surveyor of Bucking- 
hamshire, in charge of the roads in that 
county. 


Chancellor’s Statement on Housing 


Mr. GAITSKELL, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in a broadcast on Tuesday on 
the effect of the defence programme on the 
nation’s economy, said: There will be more 
work for the building industry because of 
defence, but we are not proposing to cut 
the housing programme. We will do our 
best to see that the 200,000 houses a year 
continue to be built, though there may be 
some delay in particular places where an 
urgent defence building job has to be done. 
We shall have to do with less, but not a 
great deal less, and not of the most 
important things. 

Mr. Gaitskell said there was bound to be 
some decline in exports from those sections 
of the engineering industries which were 
most severely affected by rearmament. The 
only thing was to make up for this by 
increasing exports from the textile and 
clothing industries, pottery and glass, and 
manufactures of household equipment of all 
kinds. 

“By pushing up exports of these things, 
and going short of them ourselves, we aim 
to go on paying our way, to avoid getting 
into debt, and to carry on the vitally import- 
ant work of modernising and re-equipping 
our factories,” he said. 


A Swedish Genius 

Books upon the work of contemporary 
architects generally have a great fascination, 
especially if the architect concerned is either 
a native or domiciled in a country of fine 
architectural tradition. 

The recently published monograph on 
Gunnar Asplund, which is beautifully pro- 
duced and contains many of Asplund’s own 
drawings, is no exception. Here is a 
Swedish architect of sensibility, working in 
a country renowned for work of quality 
and a tradition for good craftsmanship. It 
is notable that the leading . Scandinavian 
architects, many with very large practices, 
Manage to continue drawing and designing 
in detail in the face of great business 
responsibilities, This fact stands out pre- 
dominantly in the case of Gunnar Asplund, 
all of whose work is designed by himself 
down to the last inch. 

The Swedish school, starting with Ost- 
berg, with Ivar Tengbom, Gunnar Asplund 
and Carl Westamann, as the second genera- 
tion, has produced architecture famous for 
its. style and quality, and this book is a fine 
literary memorial to, perhaps, its most 
gifted member. 


Housing Cuts in U.S.A. 

IN view of the rearmament needs, cuts in 
housing are being made in the United States. 
It is proposed to save one*billion dollars by 
suspending home mortgage purchases by the 
Federal National Mortgage Association. 
Actually, the American taxpayer has to put 
Up the cash. It is believed that this 
economy will save labour and materials. 
Furthermore, Congress has turned down pro- 
Posals for giving more public money for 
¢lementary schools. This does not, of 
pourse, mean that people cannot borrow 
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The oe ae seen here is of one of a series of radiator casings recently designed for 
Mill Hill 


chool by Messrs. Dalgliesh and Pullen, FF.R.I.B.A. 
village smith, M. A. J. Barrett, of George Green, Slough. 


It is the work of a 
The frame is constructed of 


1iin. by 1}in. angles and tees, welded, and the scroll work in }in. reinforcing rod. 
The whole is painted light bronze with the radiator and wall at back in matt black 


money from private sources for house build- 
ing, but that a check has been placed upon 
housing subsidies taken from the pockets 
of American taxpayers. 


Architectural Qualifications in Australia 


IT WOULD APPEAR from _ information 
received within the past few months from the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects that 
several architects who have emigrated from 
this country to Australia have found on their 
arrival, somewhat to their consternation and 
disappointment, that the qualification of 
registration under the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Acts in this country is not sufficient to 
entitle them either to have their names 
placed on the Statutory Registers in some of 
the Australian States or to membership of 
the Chapters of the Royal Australian Insti- 
tute of Architects. 

While, generally speaking, Associateship 
of the R.I.B.A., or a qualification obtained 
at one of the Schools of Architecture recog- 
nised for exemption from the Final Exam- 
ination of the R.I.B.A., is accepted as a 
qualification for registration in Australia 
and membership of the Royal Australian 
Institute, architects contemplating employ- 
ment or practice in Australia are strongly 
advised to ascertain from the Royal Austra- 
lian Institute whether their present qualifi- 
cations are valid: The address of the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects is Barrack 
House, 16 Barrack-street, Sydney, New 
South Wales. 


Architectural Association’s Appeal 


Tue Councit of the Architectural Associa- 
tion is making an appeal to members to 
contribute towards the Association’s Cen- 
tenary Endowment Fund, the purpose of 
which is to ensure that the Architectural 
Association can continue to enjoy freedom 
to determine its own policy, and to guard 
against its efficiency and development being 
hampered by lack of money. 

The Association asks members to make 
a contribution, however small, to the fund, 


or to enter into a covenant to subscribe for 
a period of seven years, It is considered that 
if all members subscribed a small amount 
over a number of years, the fund could 
“assume the handsome proportions which 
would make it a buffer against any financial 
crises which may arise in the future, and will 
enable us to pursue our policy of inde- 
pendence with greater confidence.” 


Steps are to be taken to enlarge the fund 
each year, and contributions will be sought 
from members and from outside sources. 
It is also intended to publish in the near 
future a list of all subscribers. 


School of Architecture, Hong Kong 


ABOUT A YEAR AGO the University of Hong 
Kong decided to include in its development 
programme the founding of a school of 
architecture to make available to students 
the wealth of tradition and achievement of 
centuries of Chinese architectural art. In 
September last, Professor R. Gordon 
Brown, formerly principal of the Archi- 
tectural Association, was appointed to the 
chair. 

News has now reached us that this new 
department is housed in the Duncan Sloss 
School of Engineering and Architecture and 
has excellent workshop facilities where the 
nature and properties of simple building 
materials can be demonstrated and where 
students themselves can experiment with 
both machines and materials. For land- 
scape and surveying field work a site has 
been acquired on the island of Lan Tau, 
about two hours by boat from Hong Kong, 
and Professor Gordon Brown is already de- 
signing a “Country School” to be erected 
there for the use of both undergraduates and 
staff. 

The course is of five years’ duration and 
leads to the degree of Bachelor of Archi- 
tecture; there will be both Honours (ist and 
2nd Class) and Pass degrees, and Honours 
graduates, together with suitably qualified 
graduates of other universities, wil] be 
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eligible to supplicate for a higher degree, 
Master of Architecture. The examination 
for this degree will be by thesis, the prep- 
aration of which must entail at least one 
year’s postgraduate study on a_ subject 
approved by the Senate. The course for 
the qualifying degree is so designed that it 
is confidently hoped-that it will eventually 
be recognised by the R.I.B.A. 

For the next few years, at any rate, the 
students are assured of close association 
with actual practical work, for the 
University’s large building programme has 
been entrusted to Professor Brown. The 
programme, which will provide valuable 
practical training for the students, includes 
the redesigning of the great hall, the com- 
pletion of the main building, a new students’ 
union, staff flats, a library and additional 
science accommodation. 

The wisdom of embarking on this de- 
velopment has been amply proved by the 
undergraduate response. For the first year 
nearly 50 students have taken the course, 
and these are drawn from as far afield as 
Malaya and China in addition to Hong 
Kong itself. In the later years of the 
course, the history and art of Chinese archi- 
tectural design will be incorporated in the 
curriculum. 


A Worthy Organisation 

ONE OF THE MANY organisations which 
benefit architecture and the building in- 
dustry is the Rural Industries Bureau, whose 
annual report has recently been published. 
The Bureau is the agency through which the 
Government supply an advisory service to 
country craftsmen. It has almost become 
an accepted fact that the country crafts are 
a dying tradition, yet the report has many 
heartening facts for us. 

A case in point is that of the thatchers. 
In a survey made last year, the number of 
whole or part-time thatchers amounted to 
780, and it was then estimated that some 
175 more men were needed to bring the 
numbers up to requisite strength. By 
means of vocational training this shortage 
has now been remedied and a craft, which 
has not only its picturesque aspect but also 
a very important place in rural economy, 
has now once again assumed its rightful 
status. 


New Galleries at V. and A. 

’ Tue Victoria and Albert Museum has 
completed the re-arrangement of a further 
17 rooms, which were opened to the public 
on March 7. This is another important step 
in the post-war rehabilitation of the 
Museum. Rooms 26-29a and 11-21 form 
part of the Museum’s Primary Collections, 
in which works of art in all mediums are 
shown together in a consecutive series illus- 
trating the history of style. The newly ar- 
ranged galleries comprise (i) Rooms 26, 
29 and 29a devoted to late Gothic and Early 
Renaissance art in this country, France, the 
Netherlands, and Spain; (ii) Rooms 27 and 
28, devoted principally to late Gothic and 
Renaissance art in Germany; (iii) Rooms 11- 
20 devoted to the art of the Italian Renais- 
sance; and {iv) Rooms 21 and 21a devoted 
to Continental art in the sixteenth century. 


Trawsfynydd Inquiry Decision 


Mr. DALTON, Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning, announces that the 


Government have decided to agree to the 
War Office proposal to extend the training 
area at Trawsfynydd for use as a practical 
training area. The existing training area of 
8,020 acres has been used as an artillery 
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rangé since 1908. The War Office proposal 
to increase this to 18,000 acres has been 
modified as a result of objections, and the 
proposal now is to add 5,120 acres to the 
existing range. At the Public Inquiry held 
in November last year the proposal was 
objected to on grounds, among others, of 
agriculture, amenity and scientific interest. 
These objections have been thoroughly con- 
sidered, but the Government have come to 
the conclusion that no suitable alternative 
training area can be found. 


Ecclesiological Society Transactions 

THE TRANSACTIONS of the Ecclesiological 
Society, 1949, just issued, include not only 
the annual report to the council but a full 
list of the lectures given, several of which 
are usefully summarised, as well as a record 
of visits to many churches, whose special 
points of interest are recorded. Here is 
much good reading that should interest others 
besides _ecclesiologists. The membership 
of the society is now 245, and it is stated 
that new members would be welcome. 
Copies of the Transactions may be obtained, 
price 7s. 6d., from Walcot House, 139, 
Kennington-road, Lambeth, S.E.11. 


Architect for Housing Work? 

MACHYNLLETH URBAN COUNCIL is consider- 
ing the question of appointing a full-time 
architect for the next two years for their 
housing programme, and then from year to 
year at a salary of between £850 and £1,000. 
It is stated that the cost in architects’ fees 
for 60 houses has been £1,279, while fees 
paid to quantity surveyors were £2,357 and 
to clerk of works £1,072. There were still 
20 houses to go. 

A suggestion was made that the architect, 
if appointed, might also act as a clerk of 
works and quantity surveyor, but the point 
was raised whether it would be permissible 
for a local authority to merge the three posts 
together. 

The question is to be discussed with other 
local authorities before an approach is made 
to the Welsh Board of Health. 


The Architecture Club 


A SUPPER of the Architecture Club was 
held at Chez Auguste, Soho, on February 21, 
followed by a debate on the proposition that 
“the street is still the most important ele- 
ment in civic architecture.” Viscount Esher 
presided, and the debate was opened by 
Dr. Thomas Sharp and Mr. Peter Shepheard. 


A Clock for Lansbury 

A CLOCK TOWER is to be provided at the 
south-eastern corner of the market place 
in Chrisp-street, Lansbury, Poplar, at a cost 
of £9,550, which includes £700 in respect of 
clock mechanism. ° 


Foreign Interest in English New Towns 

THE NUMBER Of visitors from overseas who 
come to study English town planning 
increases each year. Last year, 169 archi- 
tects, administrators, lawyers, engineers and 
students from almost every country on this 
side of the “iron curtain” had discussion 
with officials of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning in order to learn some- 
thing of our methods. Most of these visi- 
tors were primarily interested in the new 
towns. 


Professional Announcement 

Cor. J. B. Marks, O.B.E., F.R.I.C.S., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has been joined in partnership by 
Mr. J. C. Corper, A.R.I.C.S., chartered quantity sur- 
veyor. They will practise at 26, High-st., Guildford, 
Surrey, and their London address will be 25, Great 
James-st,, W.C,1. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
City of York Bus Shelter 


DESIGNS are invited for a group of bus 
shelters to be erected on a site opposite 
the Railway Station, York. The competi- 
tion is open to architects in practice jp 
Yorkshire, to their senior assistants and to 
students who have completed a 4th-year 
study at an approved School of Architecture, 
Premiums of £50 and £25 will be awarded 
for the designs placed first and second by 
the assessor, Mr. Austin Child, F.R.I.B.A, 
of Newcastle. 


Conditions from Mr. Chas. J. Minter, City 
Engineer, Guildhall, York. Applications 
must be accompanied by a remittance of 
£1 1s., which wili be refunded on the return 
of the particulars within one week or the 
submission of a design which must be re- 
ceived not later than Monday, April 39. 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, March 12 
RoyAL Society oF Arts. — Second of three lectures on 
“ The Great Exhibition of 1851,’’ by Mr. K. W. Luckhurst, 
R.S.A., John Adam-street, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 


Tuesday, March 13 

RoyaL INstiruTION.—Professor A. E. Richardson 
R.A., on “Architecture and the Decorative Arts in 
England Between 1751 and 1851 ’’ (second of three talks), 
21, Albemarle-street, W.1. 5.15 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL SCIENCE BOARD AND ILLUMINATING 
ENGINEERING Society.—“ Recent Research in Day- 
lighting,’’ by Mr. W. A. Allen, A.R.I.B.A., and Dr. R.G. 
Hopkinson, 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

HousinG CENTRE Trust.—‘* Town Plan for Lusaka, 
Capital of N. Rhodesia,”’ by Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.LB.A. 
13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS.— 
“Whither Decoration?’’ by Mr. F. R. Wray, O.BE. 
6, John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 7.30 p.m. 


Wednesday, March 14 

R.1.C.S.—“‘Relationships between the Quantity Surveyor 
and Architect, Contractor and Client,” by H. A. Ackland, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.C.S., 12, Great George-street, S.W.1. 6p.m. 

Roya Soctety oF Arts.—“‘ 1851-1951: A Century of 
British Design,’’ by Mr. Paul Reilly, R.S.A., John Adam- 
street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING ENGINEERS. 
—“ Heating Research in Occupied Houses,’’ by Dr. J.C. 
Weston, B.Sc., I.H.V.E., Storey’s Gate, London, S.W.1. 
6 p.m. 

Thursday, March 15 

HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING AND ARTS AND 
CrarFts.—“ The Use of Glass in Building,’’ by Messrs. 
Pilkington Bros., Ltd., School of Building, Lime-grove, 
Shepherd’s Bush, W.12. 7.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY (GLOUCESTER AND 
CHELTENHAM CENTRE).—‘ Hospital Lighting,’’ by Mr. 
D. J. Reed, Cadena Cafe, High-street, Cheltenham. 
6.30 p.m. 

Friday, March 16 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties A.A.—Mr. Robert H. 
Matthew, A.R.I.B.A., 10 talk on Building Productivity 
Team’s U.S. Visit. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (LANCASHIRE 
AND CHESHIRE BRANCH).—“ Prestressed Concrete in 
Architecture,’ by Mr. L. W. Elliott. College of 
Technology, Manchester. . 7 p.m. 

MINIsTRY OF WorkKs.—Opening of “ Careers in Build- 
ing” exhibition. Hereford College of Further Educa- 
tion, Newton-road, Hereford. 3 p.m. Continuing 
until March 22. Hours: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. (except 
Sundays). 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, March 8, 1851 


SCHEDULES FOR THE CENSUS.—Amongst 
the searching forms of inquiry by means of 
which a vast amount of most useful and 
important information, besides the mere 
amount of the population, is to be gathered 
out of every nook and corner of the land 
on 31st, inst., there are schedules, copies of 
which the Registrar-General has forwarded 
to us, and from which it appears that separ 
ate returns will be called for of the statis 
tical details of all sorts of schools, churches 
and chapels, and literary and scientific 
institutions. . , , 
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THE BUILDER 


“The Builder” Low-cost Housing Competition 


MERITS OF THE WINNING DESIGNS DISCUSSED 
AT THE HOUSING CENTRE 


At a meeting held at the Housing Centre 

on Tuesday, March 6, Mr. Arthur 
Kenyon, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., one of 
the Assessors in The Builder £1,000 House 
Competition, was the chief speaker in a dis- 
cussion on the trends in design shown by 
the competition. j 


Mr. J. H. ForsHaw, M.C., F.R.I.B.A. 
(Chief Architect, Ministry of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning), who presided, intro- 
duced Mr. Kenyon by saying he was prob- 
ably one of our greatest housing experts, 
particularly if one went back to the days 
long before the first world war, at Welwyn 
Garden City, where Mr. Kenyon gained his 
first big experience of the subject. Mr. 
Forshaw traced Mr. Kenyon’s career since 
that time, up to the award to him last year 
of the Ministry of Health medal for housing. 


Mr. Forshaw then said The Builder was 
to be congratulated on promoting the compe- 
tition, which seemed to have come at the 
right time, when there were distinct new 
trends and tendencies to be seen. We had 
all been tied to the Dudley Report and the 
Ministry of Health Housing Manuals for too 
long, and he thought that not only were the 
times changing but that it was time for a 
change. 

Mr. KENYON began his remarks with a 
detailed comparison of the standards of floor 
area as suggested for houses in the past, 
from those laid down by the Housing Acts 
of 1890 to 1909 and those in the Housing 
Manual, 1949, to those which eventuated 
from The Builder competition. He then 
proceeded to summarise the new ideas which 
had been obtained from The Builder compe- 
tition, as follows:— 

(1) The houses were generally smaller in 
total area than in the Housing Manual. 

(2) The entrance hall as such had been 
abolished. 


(3) An attempt had been made to get the 
store within the house. 


(4) The dustbin and fuel storage had been 
put on the road front and the through 
passage or tunnel between the houses 
abolished. 


(5) Competitors did not worry whether the 
kitchen faced the road or the garden. 


(6) There was a central fireplace. 


_ (7) The bedrooms were more nearly equal 
in size, but the small bedroom was generally 
below 70 sq. ft. ; 


(8) Wardrobes were generally omitted. 


(9) Almost universally there was no 
separate w.c. 


Meaning of Changes 


Commenting on these points, Mr. Kenyon 
said (1) meant a smaller house, less material, 
less labour and the omission of a hall; (2) 
use for living of the whole floor space, 
with the store inside the house; (3) avoidance 
of unsightly outbuildings with storage 
within the house, thus being drier and 
warmer; (4) collection of refuse and delivery 
of fuel was easier, the avoidance of a pas- 
sage a good thing and saved expense; (5) 
the position of the kitchen was a debatable 
Point; (6) a central fireplace was better for 
general warmth and generally reduced the 
Pipe runs from the back boiler; (7) shape 


and convenience of bedrooms were almost 
as important as their size; (8) omission of 
wardrobes was obviously done to save money 
—a step backwards, but he believed the 
tenant would just as soon buy his own 
wardrobe as part of his bedroom suite; (9) 
could we afford the second w.c.? It was a 
question of putting up with some incon- 
venience or paying a higher rent. 


After some detailed observations on cer- 
tain of the designs, including the winners, 
Mr. Kenyon had something to say about 
construction. A number of non-traditional 


materials and methods were submitted, he’ 


said, and were studied very carefully by 
the Assessors. They consisted mostly of thin 
concrete outer walls, concrete floors, flat or 
lean-to roofs, and raft foundations, but there 
was practically no-basis for the claims that 
they were cheaper, quicker, or easier to 
maintain. He understood, however, that the 
Building Research Station was looking into 


- them. 


In conclusion, he thought it would be 
wrong to look to any one plan to give a 
lead in house building. There were many 
common features which were well worthy of 
study and although there was nothing revo- 
lutionary, there had been a definite attempt 
to consider planning and cost together. He 
thought the overall size might well be re- 
duced to between 800 and 850 sq. ft., and 
he believed the Manual sizes could be ad- 
ministered less rigidly, provided that general 
planning was well thought out. 


Assessors’ Decisions Endorsed 


Before opening the discussion, Mr. 
ForRSHAW said he thought the decisions of 
the Assessors were perfectly correct and in 
some ways they had been confirmed. The 
winners of the first prize were two architects 
working at Northampton who were very 
near to the problem of housing. This was 
not known to the Assessors, but the fact that 
the winners were working so near to the 
problem meant that they were likely to pro- 
duce a first-class scheme. 


In his. view, the first and third schemes 
were first class. 

The first speaker in the discussion was an 
architect, Mr. A. MINOPRIO, who said he was 
very interested in the open planning which 
had been adopted*by many of the competi- 
tors, but he suggested that it was thoroughly 
unrealistic where you had children. It was 








“THE BUILDER” £1,000 
HOUSE COMPETITION 


A selection of designs submitted 
in this competition are on view at the 
Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, 
Haymarket, S.W.1, until Saturday, 
March 17 (9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m., 
Saturdays 9.30 a.m. to 12 noon). 

Models of the first three premiated 
designs are also to be seen, 

The exhibition was visited on 
Thursday morning by Mr. Hugh 
Dalton, M.P. (Minister of Local 
Government and Planning). 
































MR. J. H. FORSHAW, M.C., M.A., 

F.R.LB.A. (Chief Architect, Ministry 

of Local Government and Planning), 

who took the chair at the Housing 

Centre lecture by Mr. Arthur Kenyon 
on Tuesday 


invaluable in a small house to have a room 
where children could do their homework or 
to which the parents could retire to write 
letters. He did not think the bedroom met 
that point. The size of the room was so 
cut down and the furniture was so limited 
that he did not think the room would be 
adequate. He spoke from experience, hav- 
ing built a dining recess about 6 ft. by 9 ft. 
which was adaptable to uses other than 
dining. One could shut oneself in there 
and have some kind of privacy. 


Mr. ForsHaw replied that some people 
would argue that when children were young 
they needed some kind of supervision, but 
when they were of school age they needed 
a separate room for homework and other 
things. 

Mr. Minoprio did not appear entirely to 
agree with this, but went on to speak of 
children entering the house from the garden 
with muddy boots. His wife told him that 
it was quite an oversight to plan a kitchen 
which was itself a through way, but that 
you should reduce the size of the kitchen 
and provide a separate through way so 
that children and the rest of the family 
could go through to the store and the 
garden without having to pass through the 
kitchen. 

Mr. KENYON remarked that he had 
been trying this small kitchen idea for 
many years, and he thought he had failed. 
He thought that in any case children went 
all over a house. 

Winning Design Criticised 

Miss L. F. SHarp, who said she spoke 
both as a housewife and a ‘former housing 
manager, was the most critical of all the 
speakers in regard to the designs. She 
stated she was bitterly disappointed in the 
first prize-winning design. , With regard 
to the third prize design, she agreed with 
the point that it was a defect that it was 
necessary to go through the kitchen to get 
to the store, but in the first prize design 
you had to go through the kitchen to get 
to the front of the house or if you wanted 
to put, say, a bicycle in the store. 


She very much hoped the first design 
would not be adopted by the Ministry or 
local authorities. It actually cost more than 
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the third prize design and was the smallest 
of all the houses in the exhibition. As 
Mr. Kenyon had pointed out, it also lacked 
cupboards and not only a second w.c., but 
even a separate w.c., with the result that 
the whole family had to use the one room 
for washing, shaving, etc., in the morning. 
The hall was hopelessly small and there 
was nowhere on thé ground floor, unless 
you used the store space, to hang up 
visitors’ coats. There was no cold water 
tank supply, although she believed it was 
fairly general for local authorities to insist 
on this being provided. The planning of 
the kitchen seemed to her to be deplorable. 
Nobody had had the thoughtfulness to put 
the sink in between the draining board and 
the kitchen work table. 


Hot water, continued Miss Sharp, was only 
provided from a back boiler and ‘the living- 
room fire, and there was no alternative 
method of getting hot water. Such tiny 
bedrooms without any cupboards were going 
to be quite impossible to adapt according 
to Mr. Grenfell Baines’s suggestion in his 
design that the bedroom should be a room 
which the children could use. As for the 
disposal of refuse, it was extremely unpleas- 
ant to be emptying your dustbin in the front 
of your house when you might be expeeting 
a visitor or when you had somebody else 
beside you. The dustbin should be placed 
where it would not be public but quickly 
available to everybody. 


Heating Problems 


Cot. NEwWcoMBE, who has made a special 
study of the problems of heating houses, said 
nobody in the competition seemed to have 
taken any notice of the cost of heating. The 
lowest cost of heating a house, using four 
tons of coal per annum or the equivalent 
amount of gas or electricity worked out at 
at least £34 to £36 per annum. If you capi- 
talised this sum over 25 years (the period 
for which the appliances could reasonably 
be expected to last) the cost was in the 
neighbourhood of £350, which was a very 
high proportion of the cost of the house 
itself, at present-day values. Therefore it 
seemed to him that these houses were not 
quite right in this respect. 


Mr. KENyoN referred to Dr. Weston’s ex- 
periments in house heating (which Col. New- 
combe had mentioned), but said he did not 
think Dr. Weston had quite solved the prob- 
lems involved. He thought the most economi- 
cal way of using fuel was to have a motor to 
drive the air about, but that was another 
expense and would mean another gadget. 


Mr. A. BELLAMY said it seemed clear that 
within the limits of a £1,000 house you 
could not afford a tunnel and passage from 
the front to the back. Most competitors 
had therefore made a way through the kit- 
chen, which appeared to be an extremely 
unpopular method. The assessors seemed to 
have been in two minds about this, accord- 
ing to their selection of the winning designs. 
It seemed to him that if the houses were 
to be-so small and the cost was tobe reduced 
to under £1,000 there should be more stress 
on the footpath access method which was 
used in the second prize design. 


Design No. 168 [Reginald Hyne, 
A.R.I.B.A.] seeméd to him to be outstanding 
for its lively treatment and brought to his 
notice the surprising lack of ingenuity in 
the architectural treatment in most of the 
schemes. He had expected something much 


more lively in the form of the buildings. No. 
168 was outstanding from that point of view. 
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He failed to see how the second prize design 
got through, for various reasons. He ob- 
served that to provide a 4 ft. by 6 ft. bed- 
room in that small house and call it a 
children’s den was unreasonable, because it 
seemed to reduce the living space. 


The Problem of Rent 


Mr. KENYON replied that if the assessors 
had found‘that they had had to deal with 
only one type of house, the audience would 
have been equally disappointed. From the 
first prize design down to about the ninth 
there was some variety. For instance, some 
of the houses had pitched roofs, others had 
flat roofs, some had bay windows, others not, 
and so on. It did show that the assessors 
were not entirely biased in favour of one 
thing. A design of 800 sq. ft. or under was 
bound to lack some of the amenities which 
one would otherwise like to have. Would 
the people be able to pay the rent? That 
was really the whole problem. People either 
had to put up with a smaller house or be 
able to afford a higher rent, that was the 
problem which we had to face. The assessors 
were faced with houses costing under £1,000. 
The assessors had carefully “vetted” the 
winning designs but in many of the others 
there were many things which were very 
doubtful from the point of view of the limits 
of the competition, because things which the 
architects had not taken into consideration 
would have to be added to the houses to 
make them suitable. Thiswould add tothe cost 
of each house. He felt the assessors would 
have beén quite wrong if they had stated the 
type of house they were going to accept and 
select that type from the 322 designs submit- 
ted. This would have presented far more 
difficulties to them in selecting the winners. 

He felt it would be possible to take each 
design and pull it to pieces and say, “ You 
could not live :n it.” 

Mr. Kenyon then drew attention to the 
differences of opinion on the question of the 
need for a small room for study for children, 
or the use of the living-room or their bed- 
room for that purpose. In his own house, 
he said, he had been able to get some heat 
from the central range up to the bedroom 
floor, so that the bedrooms were never cold. 
They would, however, have to be heated 
a little more by a local electric fire or gas 
heater if they were to be used more. But 
you could not get all these things in a house 
with a limit on the cost, to be let at only 
so much per week. 

In answer to a question from Miss J. 
Collins, Mr. KENYON replied that when the 
competition was judged the limit of cost was 
fixed on the basis of conditions as at Janu- 
ary 1 this year. He agreed that costs had 
risen since then and were still going up. 
But there were things in these designs which 
were well worth studying, and if anyone 
thought they could get a better plan within 
the floor area he hoped they would try hard 
to do so, bearing in mind that the cost had 
to be not more than £1,000 and the rent not 
more than 11s. 3d. a week. 


Fuel Storage 


Miss JupiITH LEDEBOER, another architect, 
concentrated her comments on the question 
of fuel storage. She thought that more im- 
portant than the size of the fuel shed was 
where it was placed. A space of at least 
3 ft. by 3 ft. was necessary, but the shed or 
store did not need to be high. A lot of 
valuable space was wasted by making the 
fuel store a separate place, and the fuel 
storage could very well be placed within the 
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shed, between a low brick wall and the 
boards. 

In some final remarks MR. FORSHAW said 
the position of the’ kitchen was a matter of 
layout, whether the house was at right-angles 
to the road and so on. Why was the fire- 
place in the centre of the house in a lot of 
the plans? He thought that from the point 
of view of history we were going back to 
the days of the early English cottage or even 
the manor house. Those were the days when 
we were a timber-burning country, before we 
began to use coal. 

He thought that what Mr. Kenyon had 
said about wardrobes and cupboards was 
perfectly true. He had been in many houses 
and seen fine old pieces of furniture, ward- 
robes stood in front of the cupboards which 
the Council had provided in the design of 
the house. Were we putting too many cup- 
boards into the bedrooms? 

With regard to the narrow-type houses, 
he thought there was a danger of going too 
far with this principle, but there was a lot 
to be said for the narrow plan. There was 
even a round house among the designs, but 
perhaps we were not yet ready for that, 
although he believed there were plans for a 
round hospital submitted to the Ministry of 
Health the other day. 

Nobody had taken up Mr. Kenyon’s query 
as to what was a good bedroom. It might 
be that the doctor was the right person to 
tell.us. When the Ministry suggested the 
idea of lower ceilings they had a great deal 
of support from doctors and scientists. It 
was found impossible to measure in any prac: 
tical way the effect of reducing the height of 
ceilings even from 8ft. to 7 ft. 6 in. anda 
great deal of money had been spent before 
the doctors said that from the health point 
of view there were no ill effects caused by 
bringing the height of the ceiling down. To 
do this meant a saving in cost and the use of 
materials and now we were getting little coal 
: was desirable to have a smaller cube to 

eat. 


“THE BUILDER” DESIGN 
Question in Parliament 


IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS on March 6, 
Mr. C. I. Orr-Ewinc asked the Minister 
of Local Government and Planning whether, 
in view of his agreement that local authori- 
ties could now build houses more economi- 
cally designed, such as the winning design 
in The Builder competition, he would permit 
greater flexibility in the allocation, so that 
authorities might build four such houses 
in place of three of the current type. 

Mr. DALTON said that the existing system 
of allocatiens was sufficiently flexible to 
allow fer the inclusion of a larger number 
of smaller houses in the approved pro 
grammes of local authorities. As regarded 
the building of smaller houses, he referred 
the hon. member to the exact terms in his 
reply to his question on February 21. 


Northampton Proposal To Erect Houses 
To “The Builder” Design 


THE QUESTION of a licence being given bj 
the County Borough of Northampton 1 
Messrs. Wilson, builders, of Northampton, !0 
build four houses to the design submitted 2 
The Builder Low-Cost Housing Competition 
by Messrs. J. Lewis Womersley and Geofitt) 
Hopkinson, is to be brought up at the new 
meeting of the Building Licences Sub 
Committee and it is hoped that approval wi 
be granted. The site has been approved 4 
the houses should be complete within fou! 
months of their commencement. 
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“THE BUILDER” 


DESIGN HIGHLY COMMENDED 
(No. 179) 


Architect: NORMAN R. MINTER 
FLooR AREA: 836 SQ. FT. 


CAPITAL Cost: £971. 


HE house has been designed with small spans to give economy 
T of floor and roof timbers which have been calculated in 
accordance with the Ministry of Works ** Economy of Timber ” 
pamphlet No. 2. Floor to ceiling heights have been reduced 
to 7 ft. 6 in. 


External walls are of 11-in. cavity, with sand-faced fletton 
outer skin and 4-in. breeze concrete block inner skin. Party 
walls are cavity with two skins of 4-in. breeze concrete blocks. 

e internal partitions are of 44-in. brick and 4-in., 3-in. and 
2-in. breeze as indicated on drawing. All walls and partitions, 
with exception of store, are plastered. All damp-proof courses 
are of felt. 


The ground floor is of 4-in. surface concrete on hardcore 
finished with -in. pitch mastic, the store being finished with 
cement screed. 


The first floor is constructed of timber joists with 3-in. boarding. 
Ceilings are of plasterboard scrimmed and set in hard plaster. 


Roof is of timber construction, covered with felt and concrete 
single lap tiles. 


Windows are of wood with two courses of tile external cill 
and quarry tile internal cill. 


The internal doors are hardboard flush doors hung to linings 
and finished around with 2 in. by 3 in. architraves. 


Decoration: The walls and ceilings are distempered and the 
woodwork painted. 


Cold water service is allowed for from main with 4-in. rising 
main to a 20-gal. tank in roof with branches off rising main to 
all sanitary fittings. 


Hot water is provided by immersion heater in cylinder in 
linen cupboard with branches to sink, bath and basin. 


Ceiling electric points have been provided in all rooms, 
landing, hall and store with 13 amp. plug points in living-rooms 
and all bedrooms. A 30 amp. cooker point is provided in 
kitchen. 


An “Eagle” open fire convector grate has been provided 
to give heating in the living-room and warm air is taken to 
bedrooms 2 and 3. 


Drainage is of 4-in. stoneware with concrete bed and bench- 
ing. The waste from sink is taken to discharge into sealed 
back inlet gulley in store. Bath and basin waste is taken into 
Ventilated soil pipe above w.c. connection. Rainwater drainage 
istaken to soakaways. 


The quantity surveyor’s estimate shows that the house can 
be erected for £882 19s. 5d. which, adding 10 per cent. for 
Peliminaries and insurances, gives a total of £971 5s. 4d. 


THE BUILDER 
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LOW-COST HOUSING COMPETITION 


DESIGN HIGHLY COMMENDED 
(No. 6) 


Architect: HON. R. DE YARBURGH-BATESON, M.A., 
A.R.LB.A., A.A. Dipl. 


FLoor AREA : 896 sq. FT. 


CAPITAL Cost: £996. 


T is estimated that the middle house of a terrace could be built 
for £996 2s. Od. and less than 2,500 man hours. 
Area: The area of the ground floor, including yard space, 
and the first floor is 896 sq. ft. Areas are measured within external 
walls but include all partitions. 


Comparative room areas are as follows :— 


Housing Estimated 
Manual per cent. of 
Recommend- Housewives 
sq. ft ations. satisfied. 
Living-room, dining recess 8 228 225-245 100 
Kitchen .. ne ~ ae 85 90-100 80 
Bedroom 1, man and wife aa 114 135-150 80 
Bedroom 2, two children as 118 110-120 83 
Bedroom 3,onechild .. st 76 70- 80 100 


Column three above is based upon an official investigation 
into factors affecting the design of small dwellings. 


The total floor area, exclusive of yard space, is 846 sq. ft., 
compared to the 760 sq. ft. recommended by M.O.H. Circular 
1539 of 1936 for three-bedroom non-parlour type houses for 
five persons. 


Room Height: The generally accepted bye-law height of 8 ft. 
has been reduced to 7 ft. 6 in. as it is thought that no discomfort 
will ensue. 


Aspect: The through living-room type of plan, which suits 
any orientation moderately satisfactorily without modification, 
was not adopted owing to the lack of privacy, which is insepar- 
able from a room with a window at each end, and the difficulty 
of arranging economic and draughtless heating owing to the 
position of the fireplace. 


Planning: The ground floor w.c. has been omitted as being 
of less importance in urban districts than in rural districts. The 
separate w.c. on the first floor has been placed at the head of 
the stairs for the greatest convenience. 


Stair winders occur on the lower quarter landing, so that the 
pram may be placed under the stair in the house itself and warmed 
by the radiator in the hall. 


A two-way cupboard built in between the kitchen and dining 
recess has been included in the quantity surveyor’s estimate. 
It is appreciated that some housewives would prefer a door, 
which would cost less but an alternative dresser would cost more. 


The provision of a divisible living-room was considered an 
essential owing to the diverse activities of families in the evening. 


The front access yard was decided upon on account of the 
convenience of having fuel and cycle storage close to the road. 


Specification and Bill of Quantities: the specification notes ard 
the quantity surveyor’s estimate of cost and draft bill of quantities 
show a final price on the house of £996 2s. Od. for a house of 
896 sq. ft. 
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View of south entrance 


EYE HOSPITAL, 
H. H. CLARK, F.R.I.B.A., 


WALTON STREET, OXFORD 


ARCHITECT FOR REMODELLING 


opens from the main waiting-hall. 
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Each orthoptic patient 


hg eye hospital has been completely remodelled and 
adapted to present-day requirements. Originally 
built many years ago as a single storey isolation hospital 
and later enlarged by an upper floor, the existing structure 
was to have been abandoned in favour of a new hospital. 
Post war stringencies prevented this and the present building 
had to be rehabilitated by making various alterations and 
additions, new finishes, equipment and services and thus 
given a new lease of life. Work commenced before July 5, 


1948, when hospitals became vested in the Minister of 


Health, but the scheme was allowed to proceed but had to 
be fundamentally changed to new requirements arising 
from the incorporation of the hospital in the United Oxford 
Hospitals Group, whereas it was originally quite inde- 
pendent. The co-ordination offered a number of advantages 
the most important being the availability of in-patient food 
service from the nearby Radcliffe Infirmary, rendering a 
separate kitchen unnecessary. The plan was recast and the 
existing main kitchen was allocated for adaptation as the 
new main operating theatre. The rest of the scheme 
comprises a new waiting-hall centrally placed in the 
original courtyard, and round it the various consulting, 
examination and treatment rooms, a bed lift, the levelling 
of the first-floor main corridor (originally stepped), division 
of wards by glazed metal screens on the parallel bed plan, 
new refraction room with nine cubicle units, new out- 
patient waiting-hall, new children’s ward, corridor to the 
original nurses’ home where the ground floor will be used 
for private cases, new central heating, steam, hot water and 
electrical systems. There is a separate patients’ entrance 
and exit to promote a circulation past the registration 
counter and, subsequently, out by the dispensary and 
opticians’ room. A compactly planned orthoptic clinic 


being treated has a small cubicle specially designed to assist 
concentration without breaking up the overall lines of the 
room. The refraction cubicles are also specially planned to 
obtain the maximum output in examinations from the 
minimum space. The necessary concentrated planning 
has been achieved by using mirror instead of direct vision 
refraction units and by interlocking the vision lines and yet 
maintaining separation so that one patient cannot see 
another. Careful thought was given to the colour scheme 
and it was decided that off white should be used throughout 
with beige doors, marbled blue rubber tile flooring in most 
areas and sand-marble thermoplastic tiling in the waiting- 
hall. The general effect is light and cheerful. The new 
heating, hot water and steam systems are connected to the 
Radcliffe Infirmary boiler house and thus the extra cost and 
trouble of a separate boiler room is avoided. Electric 
lighting fittings are simple plastic shades; their coloured 
galleries give a touch of brightness. 

The main contractors were Knowles and Son, Ltd., and 
the quantity surveyors, E. R. Babbs and Sons. Mr. R. 
Harwood was the general foreman, and Mr. R. W. Hervin 
the cierk of works. The following were sub-contractors :— 

Heating, hot water and steam installations, James Slater and Co., Ltd. ; 
electrical installation and fittings, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; hollow 
tiles, r.c. floors and roofs, Kleine Co., Ltd.; precast r.c. frame of 
waiting hall, Orlit, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, Doulton and Co., Ltd.; steel 
windows and bedscreens, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; door iron- 
mongery, James Gibbons, Ltd.; screen partitions in refraction and 
orthoptic units, Venesta, Ltd.; rubber flooring, E. J. Elgood, Ltd. ; 
semastic flooring, Semtex, Ltd.; painting materials, Imperial Chemical 
Industries; iron railings, Frederick Jukes Royston Works; light-tight 
blinds and curtain tracks, Joseph Avery, Ltd.; shadowless lamp and 
other operating theatre equipment, Technical Lights and Equipment, 
Ltd.; sterilising apparatus, Manlove Alliott and Co., Ltd. 
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Children’s ward 











The operating theatre 


EXTENSION TO THE EYE HOSPITAL, WALTON STREET, OXFORD 
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VERANDAH CAFE ON THE S.S. RANGITOTO (New Zealand Line). Architects: Easton & Robertson, FF.R.I.B.A. 
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MATERIALS IN THE 
SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION 


3.—The Use of Timber, 
Glass and Canvas 


By JOHN RATCLIFF, A.R.LB.A., 
A.M.T.P.I. 


MPHE second article of this series (The 
Builder, February 9) described some 
examples of reinforced concrete, and before 
coming to the remaining materials some 
further non-structural examples of concrete 
must be mentioned. 

Considerable use has been made of pre- 
cast concrete slabs as a walling material in 
the Power and Production pavilion. These 
are of two distinct kinds. The walls of the 
galleries are formed of cream-coloured 
units with a high-grade finish. Each unit 
is about 10 ft. high, 16 in. wide and 14 in. 
thick, which is increased to about 3 in. at 
the joints to stiffen the slabs as well as to 
facilitate the waterproof jointing. The mix 
used consisted of three parts 2? to 7% in. 
Portland Stone, two parts 7 in. to dust 
Portland stone aggregates, and one part 
extra light cream cement. The aggregate 





Fig. 1.—Precast concrete facing slabs for 
the Minerals of the Island pavilion 


has been exposed by the use of carborun- 
dum stone and flextolling machine, giving 
a precision character to this vertically ribbed 
panel walling. 
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Fig. 3—The roof to the ‘‘Station Gate” entrance by Waterloo Station 


Under the galleries slabs of entirely dif- 
ferent character have been used, exploiting 
the rough texture derived from the exposed 
aggregate of blue Staffordshire engineering 
brick, yellow stock and red fletton bricks. 
These units are about 1 ft. 9 in. by 
2 ft. 2 in. and 4 in, thick, with staggered 
vertical joints. Each unit has a plain mar- 
gn around the exposed aggregate, and 
tongued and grooved interlocking joints. In 
this case, the mix was six parts blue, three 
parts yellow, and one part red_ brick, 
together with half part normal Portland 
cement, half part white cement and one part 
Feltham sand, the aggregate being exposed 
by spraying for about two minutes within 
six houfs and spraying again 24 hours later. 

Fig. 1 shows slabs of a similar texture, 
but with plain joints, used as a facing to 
the reinforced concrete walls of the 
Minerals of the Island pavilion. In this 
instance it was desired to obtain the 
glistening quality of coal—to emphasise the 
theme of this part of the exhibition story 
—so that as black an effect as possible was 





Fig. 2.—A concrete staircase in the Transport pavilion 


needed. The use of coal itself as an ex- 
posed aggregate was rejected because of its 
friable nature—apart, of course, from the 
rather more obvious objection of fuel 
economy, even at the height of the summer 
when the slabs were made! 


External Pavings 


The use of concrete for external pavings 
has been restricted on grounds of cost, 
possible delay due to frost, and the time 
factor in laying, the greater part of the 
paved areas being finished in red, green and 
black tarmac, It has not been possible to 
indulge in the architect’s usual preference 
for patterned pavings in precast slabs, due 
to the difficulty of ensuring a sufficient num- 
ber of paviors to carry out any large area 
in the time available. An exception is being 
made in the Crossway—the fairway at the 
main Chicheley-street entrance—where black 
and light-grey precast concrete diamond 
slabs are being laid on a concrete sub-base. 
This sub-base has also served as the floor 
to one of the large canteens on the site, 
which will remain in position as late as the 
laying of the slabbed finish will allow. 


The other area of concrete paving is at 
the opposite end of the site around the 
Waterloo-bridge entrance. This has been 
laid in situ, with pea gravel pressed down 
into the dark brown concrete whilst it was 
still “green.” Great care has been taken 
in working out the pattern of joints of the 
slabs in conjunction with the falls, the meet- 
ing point of four adjacent slabs _ being 
marked by a blue tile. 


Lastly, to end this description of the use 
of concrete, Fig. 2 shows a typical staircase 
in the Transport pavilion. In this light- 
hearted design, the concrete treads, finished 
in polished grey terrazzo with carborundum 
insets, are bolted to a centre reinforced cén- 
crete spine beam—a method of construc- 
tion which required extreme care in setting- 
out, 


The Use of Timber 


It will come as no surprise that the use 
of timber for structural purposes has been 
kept to a minimum. It has not proved 
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practicable to extend this policy with equal 
force to the display construction, where 
timber is an indispensable material for 
complicated screens and shapes, although 
economy has not been forgotten here either. 
It is an odd commentary on the present 
state of supplies, however, that it has been 
found necessary to use timber instead of 
steel or aluminium for window frames, etc., 
for a few last-minute orders owing to the 
long delivery dates for these materials. 
There are two outstanding examples of 
timber structures, both employing laminated 
principals, although each is based on a 
different technique in detail. Fig. 3 shows 
the completed roof over the upper con- 
course to the Station Gate—the entrance 
from Waterloo Station—which was des- 





Fig. 4.—The Royal pavilion 


cribed, when under construction, in The 
Builder of September 22 last. Of the 
various interesting features in this roof, the 
most remarkable is the laminated timber 
arches, which would not have proved 
possible but for the generosity of the 
British Columbia Woods Trade Extension 
Bureau, who presented the 14 standards of 
Douglas fir lumber to Britain as a gift. 
These arches are believed to be the 
largest of their kind in Europe, being 60 ft. 
high and 100 ft. wide at their base. Each 
arch is formed of two sections, made up 
in workshops, and erected and joined 


together on-site by }3-in.-thick sheradised 
mild steel plates and #-in. diameter bolts. 
The feet of the arches terminate in steel 
base plates which are hinged on 2}-in. 
diameter pins, and on one side of the build- 
ing they are 
pools. 


surrounded by decorative 





Fig. 5.—The roéf of the Lion and Unicorn pavilion 
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The workshop process of manufacture 
forms an interesting story in itself, and it is 
not possible to give more than a summary 
here. After reducing the moisture con- 
tent,.the boards, 1 in. thick and in lengths 
varying from 8 ft. to 24 ft., were cut to a 
common width of 134 in. and the ends were 
machined to form scarf joints. The boards 
were then built up into laminations 95 ft. 
long, with not more than five scarf joints in 
this length, and each lamination, after a con- 
ditioning period, was tapered individually 
over a length of 35 ft. from # to 
* in. A carefully timed drill was 
worked out for the men working on the 
mouiding process. This was carried out 
in two stages over a period of two days, 
13 laminations being glued together in the 
first batch, followed by 12 laminations, to 
form one half-arch. 

Other interesting points in the illustration 
are the bracing panels, formed of wood fram- 
ing and faced both sides with plywood, the 
average size of a panel being 24 ft. by 18 ft. 
and 6 in. thick; and the fins, 36 ft. long and 
cantilevered 3 ft., which are of stressed-skin 
construction. Even the gutters at the base 
of the bracing panels are of timber. 


The Royal Pavilion 


The second example is the seven-sided roof 
to the Royal pavilion, seen in Fig. 4. Here 
again, the seven principals are of laminated 
Douglas fir, 5§ in. wide, and tapering in 
depth from 15 in. at the centre of the curve 
to 7 in. at the apex and 7} in. at the foot. 
Each principal is formed of 30 laminations, 
scarf-jointed — but with no scarf joints in 
the curved part. The 30 laminations were 
glued together in three stages, but unlike 
the previous example, where each lamination 
was tapered individually, the first 11 lamina- 
tions in this case are all of the same length, 
followed by 12 varying in length to give the 
required variation in depth, and finally seven 
again all of the same length. 

Each principal is carried at the foot on 
hinged steel shoes, and meets a circular ring 
at the apex, 1 ft. 9 in. deep, 4 in. thick and 
formed of 4-in. Douglas fir slats glued to- 
gether. On this ring rests a glass dome. 
From the principals is slung the roof, formed 
of plywood panels, and built on the stressed- 
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skin principle of an inner and outer layer 
of plywood on softwood battens. Each roof 
segment comprises three panels, the bot: 
tom one being of uniform thickness but 
curved in section, and the upper two taper- 
ing from 6 in. to 3 in. at the apex. 


The third noteworthy example of timber 
construction is the Lamella roof to the Lion 
and Unicorn pavilion, of which a detail is 
shown in Fig. 5. Whereas in a normal 
Lamella roof construction the members are 


staggered at the joints in a “ Z” formation, 


one bolt providing the fastening, here it was 
desired that the members should follow 
through to form continuous curves. This 
necessitated using 7-in. thick mild steel 
connecting plates with four 7-in. coach 
bolts and one 3-in. centre bolt at each joint. 
The oak members are 1} in. thick and 8 in, 
deep, and the curve in each separate mem- 
ber between the joints has been formed by 
gluing the off-cut from the top to the bottom. 
The span is 45 ft., and the lateral thrust 
is taken by 3-in. tie rods at 11 ft. 3 in, 
centres. The roof continues in a reverse 
curve to form eaves projecting 7 ft. 3 in. 
The covering over the Lamella members is 
formed of diamond-shaped 4-in. resin-bonded 
Gaboon plywood panels, which in turn are 
covered by one layer of roofing felt, finished 
with aluminium paint. 


The Use of Glass 


One would hardly imagine a large exhibi- 
tion of this nature without considerable 
areas of glass, and certainly this is no excep- 
tion, for the external area for which a win- 
dow-cleaning contract must be placed has 
been computed as-175,000 feet super. Fig. 6 
shows the sides of part of the Transport pavi- 
lion—shown in steel skeleton in Fig. 1 of 
the second article of this series—now clad 
with this material. There are several other 
pavilions whose sides are almost completely 
formed of glass screens. 


Considerable use has been made of glaz- 
ing in patent aluminium glazing bars, not- 
ably in the Tower at the Waterloo-bridge 
entrance, and in the neat-looking roof of 
the Station Gate (Fig. 3). Though glass does 


not lend itself to interesting description in 
quite the same way as, say, steel or rein- 
forced concrete, an exception must be made 





Fig. 6.—A_ part of the Transport pavilion 
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in the case of “the largest sheet of plate 
glass in the world,” which serves as a view- 
ing window in the Power and Production 
pavilion. This sheet of 3-in. polished plate is 
50 ft. long by 8 ft. high, and weighs over a 
ton. When originally made in the factory at 
St. Helens, it was even longer, giving a mar- 
gin for any possible blemishes, and one part 
of the factory had to be altered to allow of 
its removal. In fact, two sheets were manu- 
factured in case of possible mishap, and a 
specially strengthened crate was made for 
their transport by road for the 200-mile 
journey to London. 


This journey—typical of many others for 
large exhibits coming to the site—was ar- 
ranged in collaboration with the police, and 
the 65-ft. long prime mover and _ trailer 
travelled at a speed of between 4 and 8 m.p.h. 
As at the factory, special access had to be 
provided into the Power and Production 
pavilion. After removing one side of the 
crate, 2 Vacuum-operated “ sucker ”—spe- 
cially constructed for the operation—lifted 
the first sheet into position on a first-floor 
gallery, before an audience largely of the 
Press and news-reel operators—who were 
no doubt hoping for the worst! But the 
operation was a complete success, and it 
remained to cut the reserve sheet into smaller 
pieces for ease of transport and use else- 
where. 


As in the case of other large exhibits, 
careful arrangements for receiving this sheet 





Fig. 7.—The canvas walls of the intro- 
duction to the Homes and Gardens 
pavilion 


of plate glass had to be made in the pro- 
gramme of building and display construction, 
and the timing of much following work was 
dependent on their being carried out aecord- 
ing to plan. 


The Use of Canvas 


We now come to the last material to be 
desctibed in this series—canvas. It seems 
that at one time much store was set on 
the use of this material for the pavilions 
~at least by some members of the public— 
and it is reported that, at an early stage 
m the planning of the site, the use of a 
gigantic “Big Top” was contemplated, 
Presumably on the site of the Dome. Alas, 
such hopes have proved somewhat illusory 
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and, due to a variety of 
circumstances, the build- 
ings in which canvas 
has been used for roof 
and walls have often 
provided the worst 
headaches. 

This is hot to decry 
this excellent material, 
which has its uses for 
exhibitions in favour- 
able conditions, but at 


the South Bank the 
odds were somewhat 
against it. First, there 


is the factor of dirt, 
and it must be remem- 
bered that a _ railway 
runs’ through the 
centre of the site. 
Obviously, architects 
and designers were 
anxious, for this reason, 
to defer the fixing of 
canvas roofs and walls 
to the latest possible 
date, but it has been 
found necessary to in- 
sist on much earlier 
dates to give time for 
the installation of the 
display and other in- 
terior equipment. To 
overcome this difficulty, 
some architects have 
provided for the fixing 
of temporary canvas 
which can be changed for the permanent 
version later, but, of course, this involves 
extra cost. Others have placed their hopes 
on special lacquers, which will allow self- 
cleansing by rain. 


The second factor is the acid-laden 
atmosphere, which is reported to be as 
severe as in any industrial town. Much 
thought has been given to this problem, 
and the technical advice has been to use 
a chrome proofing process — developed 
during the war to protect the canvas of 
military webbing equipment under arduous 
conditions. But, unfortunately, chrome- 
proofing quarrels with lemon yellows, reds 
and other colours that architects delight in 
using, and there were added difficulties in 
obtaining maintenance guarantees in such 
unusual circumstances. 


A third and rather unexpected factor was 
the time required by the dyers, and the diffi- 
culty in finding firms who would undertake 
the printing of stripes where these were less 
in width than multiples of the standard 
canvas. It is interesting to note, however, 
that not all these difficulties were unfore- 
seen, for as early as May, 1949, a special 
prototype tent had been erected, primarily 


to test out the then unknown behaviour of 


“flat” display material, such as photo- 
mounts, in semi-open-air conditions. At the 
same time, the opportunity was taken to 
site this tent, composed of strips of different 
coloured canvas, in the relatively dirty atmos- 
phere of the Surrey Docks, and at the end 
of some ten months it was observed that, 
whereas the light colours had become some- 
what like dirty washing, the darker colours 
had suffered little. 


In spite of these factors, considerable use 
has been made of coloured canvas as part 
of the various buildings. This use varies 
from complete cladding of the structure to 
incidental items, such as balustrade infillings, 
and decorative canvas sails. Perhaps the 





353 


Fig. 8.—The framework for the canvas walls of the intro- 
duction to the Homes and Gardens pavilion 


most interesting example is the introductory 
portion of the Homes and Gardens pavilion. 
This consists of a steel structure, with a 
canvas roof, and side walls of canvas panels. 
Each panel is divided diagonally into four 
sections, of which the sides are in dark 
colour and the top and bottom in light 
colour, giving a chequered effect (Fig. 7). 


Fig. 8 shows a detail of the steel frames, 
which have been ingeniously designed to 
stretch the canvas evenly around the peri- 
meter of each panel, with wired supports 
under the diagonal seams. In the first 
article of this series (The Builder, January 
12) Fig. 2 shows the steel frame of the 
Harbour Buffet, which will be covered with 
a striped canvas awning, and Fig. 1 the 
decorative screen to York-road, which will 
be filled with the pyramidal canvas shapes. 
Other notable instances will be the large 
canvas awning over the Seaside section, 
between the Royal Festival hall and the 
river wall, and the marquee-type roof over 
the Unicorn tea room. 


This completes the survey of the use of 
materials, and the next article will be 
devoted to a description of the organisation 
responsible for the carrying out of the work. 


Non-Ferrous Scrap Prices Controlled 


The Minister of Supply has made an 
Order fixing the maximum prices of non- 
ferrous scrap. This is to discourage hoard- 
ing and stabilise scrap prices so that they 
are in reasonable relation to the prices of 
virgin metal. The Minister expects in the 
near future to make a further Order to pro- 
vide for licensing the acquisition of non- 
ferrous scrap and secondary metal and for 
the rendering of periodical stock returns, but 
he is anxious to avoid instituting a detailed 
distribution scheme. It is pointed out that 
the immediate return of all scrap for re-us 
is the best way to prevent this. ; 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Competition Records 

To THE Epitor OF The Builder 
S)R—Your correspondent, Mr. F. Milton 

Harvey (The Builder, March 2), may 
be interested to know that all the designs 
submitted in the Chicago Tribune competi- 
tion nearly thirty years ago, were published 
in book form by the promoters. This book 
now forms a most fascinating historical 
record, and I think the example is well 
worth following. 

When an exhibition of designs is held in 
the provinces, only a small proportion of 
the profession can visit it, and publication 
would enable architects to form their own 
opinion on the justice of the award. 


In the case of a recent large competition, 
some well-known names competed but no 
mention of this has appeared in the Press. 
An assessor, knowing that whatever award 
he makes will meet with little criticism, may 
be tempted to allow personal fancy to in- 
fluence his decision rather than considered 
judgment, a course which may be most un- 
fair to competitors who have spent a great 
deal of time in evolving satisfactory solu- 
tions. Publication, even in part, would have 
a salutory effect on any such capricious 
tendency. 

“ ENTRANT.” 


The United Nations Building 

To THE Epitor OF The Builder 
‘SIR,—The photograph of the exterior of 
‘7 the United Nations Building, New York 
City, which you reproduced last week, in- 
terested me particularly as showing one of 
the queer visual results of repetition on a 
great scale, the fenestration above a certain 
level seeming to shoot off at three different 
angles, giving the elevation an oddly twisted 
appearance in its upper storeys, Nothing 
can be done about it and perhaps no one 
minds very much, but philosophically it can 
be taken as a warning against the conse- 
quences of repetition @ outrance. Even the 
the building itself seems to be protesting 
against its own visual monotony! 

He J; 


Loan Charges and Council House 
Rents 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder 
IR,—While sympathising greatly with ‘the 
intentions behind the efforts that you and 
your friends are making to provide houses 
which people can afford to live in, it must be 
noted that there is anxiety in the minds of 
many because with the reduction of rent will 
come a reduction of accommodation and 
quality. Some reduction must be allowed, of 
course, as many modern houses have redundant 
accommodation and fittings. 


The elimination of such things as duplicate 
w.c.s, refrig-rators, and so forth, is one 
thing; the cutting down of the number of rooms, 
size, and so on, is another, It is this last that 
seems to worry most people, It is not too late 
to consider anew whether it is really necessary, 
and an examination of the cost of building, 
broken down into its components, as embodied 
in the rent, would seem to indicate that it is not. 
For your consideration I set out hereunder such 
an analysis, based on the Girdwood Report, 
from which it will be seen that of the total rent, 
excluding rates, about 60 per cent. goes to meet 
loan charges. The consideration, therefore, 
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arises: Why is this when we borrow our own 
money, which, according to the information 
supplied to me by my Member, comes out of 
taxation, via the Consolidated Fund, the Public 
Works Fund and the local councils ? 


If the rate of interest makes rents 60 per cent. 
higher than they should be, then it would seem 
sane to cut the interest and allow these funds 
one simple payment of, say, 4 per cent. to cover 
the cost of issue, management, etc., thus 
enabling councils to lower their rents by at 
least 10s. per week on a £1,500 house. Indeed, 
at this point one should ask: Why pay ourselves 
interest at all on any loans from the above 
funds ? 


ANALYSIS OF RENT BASED ON GIRDWOOD 
REPORT 


























Loan required from Public Works Loan Board £1,515 
Proportion 
Rent breakdown Cost of Rent 
F Sa 
Labour 407 2 74 
Materials 785 5S OF 
Plant os aes 22 2 
Overheads and profits 107 7} 
Land, roads, services... 158 1 Of 
Professional charges ... 36 3 
Interest on loan 1,761 it 
3,276 21 0 
Repairs and management 600 3 10 
Total over 60 years 3,876 24 10* 
Less subsidy ine 990 6 4 
2,886 18 6 
Less rate charge 220 ae 
Rent charged to tenants 2,666 16 Sf 
Plus normal 
local Rates 


+ Per week. 
C. M. MANNOCK. 


* Gross rent per week. 


Great Easton, 
Dunmow, Essex. 


The Art of Architecture 

To THE Epitor OF The Builder 
S)R—In his letter published in The 

Builder for February 16, Mr. R. G. 
Muir appears to have a double-edged axe 
to grind, the Government being one target 
of his somewhat blasé and prolix prejudices 
and contemporary designers the other. 


As I remember them, the classrooms of 
our older Public Schools were equipped 
with large open fireplaces which, in spite 
of Count Rumford, must be quite a problem 
for parsimonious headmasters in this coal- 
famine era. 

Concerning glazing, Sir, I may say that I 
am profoundly thankful for the indolent 
attitude I maintained throughout my 
scholastic career, for it can be but this alone 
which has preserved my eyesight that I may 
nowadays derive a certain perverse pleasure 
from seeing old schoolfellows tottering 
blindly into lampstandards and open inspec- 
tion chambers. Should the arrival of rocket 
projectiles ever again be imminent, I, safely 
ensconced in one of the Government’s air- 
raid shelters, will offer up a_ silent 
prayer for Mr. Muir sitting uncom- 
fortably but demurely at an antique 
desk in that impregnable fortress—the 
classroom of the Upper VI. My -know- 
ledge of nuclear fission is hardly extensive, 
but, perhaps, Mr. Muir will correct me if I 
am wrong in assuming that an atomic bomb 
would render useless any building near the 
scene of its eruption, so it would seem to 
be immaterial whether it be highly glazed or 
not. 


In defence of the younger members of 
Mr. Muir’s profession, I would applaud 


‘the architect is encouraged to go to 
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their sincere efforts to earn again for archi- 
tecture its eighteenth-century epithet of 
“Mistress of the Arts.” Wotton sayeth— 
“Well building hath three conditions, 
Commodity, Firmness, and Delight,” and it 
is imaginative youngsters such as Powell 
and Moya, with their modern development 
of the Georgian tradition and Peter and 
Alison Smithson (whose competition winning 
school at Hunstanton Mr. Muir would do 
well to examine) who will, despite possible 
occasional blunders, contribute the third 
element which is so sadly lacking in the 
structures of yesteryear. It is due to the 
stagnation of thought in their elders that 
these original minds have to contend with 
builders clad in Classic dogma and rolled 
steel stanchions sheathed in reconstructed 
stone orders. 


Mr. Muir sounds like one of those archi- 
tects who have been in the profession for 
two score or so years without having learned 
the fundamental clause of the designers’ 
creed, which is that architecture is not the 
art of building cleverly, or economically, 
but that it is the art of building beautifully. 


RIcHARD Pysus (“ Dilettante Vigilante y 
4a, Dundas-street, Edinburgh. 


Quantity Surveying and Architecture 
To THE Epitor OF The Builder 


GIR,—May I be permitted to express some 

disgust at the balderdash written under 
this heading in your _ correspondence 
column. Mr. Michael Thorne’s contribu- 
tion is particularly ill-informed and damag- 
ing to the profession of quantity surveying. 
No one should attempt quantities who does 
not feel “called” to the profession; and if 
called it will be found to be a most fascinat- 
ing vocation. 

From my own experience it is obvious 
that the quantity surveyor is very necessary, 
and for the small fees he charges he pro- 
vides a service which produces both a satis- 
fied client and a satisfied architect. He has 
to have a detailed knowledge of all trades, 
ability as a draughtsman, the brain of a 
lawyer, and a sympathetic understanding, all 
coupled with indisputable integrity. He 
often works under difficulties, one of which 
is that too much is left to imagination or 
“interpretation ” in the drawings and speci- 
fication, but he does not rashly interpret nor 
wildly imagine—he consults the architect 
and the client and arrives at a just decision 
acceptable to both. The system he adopts 
is as foolproof as he can make it, and is de- 
signed to give the greatest possible accuracy; 
everything about it speaks of efficiency. 


He cannot put all disorders and mis- 
management of contracts to rights, nor is he 
expected to do so, but he does perform 4 
really useful and constructive function. Far 
from being a hindrance he is an asset, as 
witness the best architects and contractors 
and the most satisfied clients. 


W. G. C. Hopkins. 
“ Northdene,” King’s Lynn. 


“The Quantity Surveyors’ Dilemma” 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder 


IR,—In their efforts to lay the blame for 
the inefficiency of the building trade on 
the architects, your quantity surveyor corre- 
spondents have made out a clear case 
for some adjustment in trade procedure. It 
appears that the existence of the profes- 
sional surveyor is an actual hindrance 72 bos 
e! 


on insufficient information in regard to draw- 
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ings and specification, relying on the skill of 
the surveyor to extricate him from any en- 
suing difficulties. 

So far no architect has intervened to refute 
those charges. Are we therefore to assume 
that this represents the true position of the 
building trade, and, if so, what is to be 
done? ; ; 

Your article of February 2 implies that, 
human nature being what it is, no move for 
improvement may be expected from con- 
tractors or architects. There remains, how- 
ever, the other party fo the contract—the 
building owner, the man who is supposed 
to call the tune. The remedy lies with him. 
Let him insist on his architect supplying all 
information to prospective contractors replete 
to the last screw, and let him further insist 
that the expense of quantities should be sub- 
ject to competition. ae 

In fact, the building owner should insist on 
the procedure which prevails in America. 

JOHN ALLAN. 

Glasgow. 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder 


GR.—Are not your correspondents (in- 
cluding myself) beating about the 
bush? True, it is rather a thorny bush, but 
I am going to brave a frontal attack. 

I have a great admiration for an architect 
who does his job well, because he has one 
of the most difficult jobs in the world. He 
must be an artist, but at the same time he 
must in his administration of a building con- 
tract be a business man, and in interpreting 
it even something of a lawyer. What other 
artist has anything else to manage, except 
himself and his own affairs? The painter, 
sculptor, craftsman in wood or metal, dress 
designer—they may have their workshop 
and even staff, but they have not the re- 
sponsibility for administering somebody 
else’s contract, stretching over many months, 
and involving financial control and a mass 
of detailed work which requires regular and 
systematic attention. What a struggle the 
efficient architect must have to balance his 
artistic inclinations against the strict re- 
quirements of business! The difference, I 
imagine (without much knowledge), between 
the English and the American architect is 
that one is an artist in business, the other a 
business man in art. 

I have been studying the prospectuses of 
several leading Schools of Architecture and 
otherwise trying to see what suggestions I 
could make to help the blending of these 
opposite characteristics:— 


1. More weight might well be given in 
the schools to the practical and business 
side. Might not some lectures by a quantity 
surveyor be introduced into the professional 
practice instruction to supplement those 
given from the architect’s point of view? 
Specifications and estimating might with ad- 
vantage be the subject of instruction by a 
quantity surveyor rather than by an archi- 
tect. 

2. Might not the planning and design of 
palaces, cathedrals, universities and other 
large-scale public buildings, together with 
the wider aspects of town planning, be rele- 
gated to a supplementary course, except for 
candidates for university degrees? | What 
Proportion of architects ever have the op- 
Portunity of designing such extensive 
schemes? Could their study not be left to 
those who have ambitions in that direction 
of exceptional ability? More time would be 
Available for the ordinary architect to study 
Practical matters which he needs so much in 
everyday practice. 
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3. When it comes to practice, could 
architects have either a partner or senior 
assistant “in charge of administration”? He 
could deal with such matters as specifica- 
tions, approvals, licences, issue of drawings, 
variation orders, certificates, final accounts 
and fees, leaving the artist-architect to con- 
centrate on his planning and design. 


Whatever may be done to alleviate it, the 
problem still remains: Can the same man 
really be expected to be both an artist and 
an efficient business man? 


Architects! the dilemma is passed to you, 
please. 
CHARTERED QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
(of nearly 30 years’ standing). 
«*s Those quantity surveyor correspondents over the 
past few weeks who are prepared to admit that the 
quantity surveyor is in a dilemma, have for the most part 
neatly reversed position with the architect. May we 
now hear the latter’s point of view 7—Eprror. 


The Q.S. and Local and Nationalised 
Government Services 
To THE Epiror oF The Builder 


GIR.—Your correspondent “ Local Govern- 

ment Engineer” should not have mis- 
understood my point that local authority 
departments are organised on a functional, 
not a professional, basis. The broad func- 
tion of the architects’ department is to pro- 
duce (and maintain) buildings; the architect 
initiates and directs the materialisation of his 
conceptions and in doing so employs the 
services of other building technicians—struc- 
tural, heating, ventilating and _ electrical 
engineers and the indispensable quantity sur- 
veyor. The fact that nobody with any 
knowledge or experience of local govern- 
ment organisation imagines that there is the 
remotest-chance of each of these supple- 
mentary groups achieving the status of an 
independent department is no reflection on 
the vital parts they play, but realisation that 
they contribute to the same function and one 
department to fulfil all aspects of that func- 
tion is common-sense organisation. 


I neither advocated the “suppression of 
minorities” nor threatened the co-operative 
relationship between departments which 1 
regard as of fundamental importance. In 
long experience I have never heard of Jack 
of co-operation between the various sections 
of an architects’ department on the grounds 
that each should be independent. They 
should have more or less equal status with 
the architects within the department but by 
the very nature of the process of building 
design and materialisation the architect must 
be in control. This is not “ arrogance ” on 
the part of the architect but the statement 
of a universally accepted fact which every 
responsible quantity surveyor acknowledges; 
if does not imply that the quantity surveyor’s 
services are unrecognised. 


_ It is not contradictory to claim this posi- 
tion for the architect and to condemn the 
subservience of an architect to the officer 
whose job is to deal with roads, sewers, street 
lighting, refuse disposal and the like; the 
cases cannot be compared. 


“Local Government Engineer” says 
“there are many authorities whose architec- 
tural work is handled quite competently by 
the engineer with architectural assistants nate 
would suggest that the explanation is that the 
architectural work of these unenlightened 
authorities is handled quite competently by 
architectural assistants but the engineer is 
given the credit. 


LocaL GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT. 
Cheshire. 
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The Operatives’ 24d. Wage Increase 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—In The Builder of February 16, 

it is stated that the 2$d. per hour in- 

crease which will be paid to building opera- 

tives as from March 5 will make an 

increase of about £25 to the present cost of 

a house. I presume this means an average 
council house? 


According to my calculations, the 4d. in- 
crease, as from February 5, plus the 24d. 
per hour in March, when added to the 
existing rate payable in this area of Kent, 
will amount to a nine per cent. total increase 
on labour. The average cost of a council 
house up and down the whole country is 
approximately £1,400; of this amount 60 
per cent. is for labour and 40 per cent, ior 
materials. Therefore, a nine per cent. in- - 
crease on labour is equal to approximately 
£75 10s. more per house and not £25 as 
stated. STANLEY G. JOHNSON. 

(George Johnson and Sen) 

Faversham, Kent. 


A Place for the Older Architect 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder 
IR.—Amongst architects, when the 
national need is for the full utilisation 
of available manpower, it is regrettable that 
inflated office work and frustration caused 
by controls are prematurely forcing many of 
the older generation into retirement. 


To the profession, the loss of experience 
and ability is serious, and those who are leav- 
ing it find it hard to resign themselves to 
inactivity when they can still give valuable 
service. 


There are many offices which in the 
general interest could undertake additional 
drawing and office work without undue dis- 
turbance to their other business. The older 
man could maintain his own identity, decide 
the general policy of his own jobs, super- 
vise the work and do whatever else he felt 
inclined to undertake. 

The advantage of such an arrangement 
would not be one-sided, for it would help 
to pass on to succeeding generations the wis- 
dom and experience of age. 

GEOFFREY F. RANSOM. 

96, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


The Guild of Surveyors 
To THE EpiTor oF The Builder 
IR,—On July 28 last you were kind 
enough to publish a letter announcing 
that the Guild of Surveyors was being 
formed. 


I am now able to announce that the pre- 
liminary work in the formation of the Guild 
of Surveyors has been completed. The 
rules and articles have been fully agreed, and 
are in the course of being printed. I hope 
to be in a position to communicate in early 
March with all who have made enquiries 
concerning the formation of this new body. 

I shall be happy to forward details of the 
Guild of Surveyors to all interested persons. 
Enquiries to me can now be dealt with with- 
out delay. 

G. H. Lake, 
Secretary, Guild of Surveyors. 


156, Camden High-street, 
London, N.W.1. 





A letter on “ Wages of Apprentices” ap- 
pears on page 362. . 
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THE A.A. AT PLAY 


Students’ Night 


. FoR to-night we'll merry be” was the 

guiding principle of those who 
attended the meeting of the Architectural 
Association at 36, Bedford-square, W.C.1, 
on February 28. It was a_ students’ 
meeting and the formal business being 
quickly disposed of, the President handed 
over the control of proceedings to Mr. 
Humphrey Wood, Chairman of the 
Students’ Committee. Subsequently, the 
assembly carried on as a _ parody _of 
Parliament, the mover of the motion 
before the House, Mr. Michael Brawne, a 
student, sitting with a few supporters on 
one side of a table, while facing them were 
a number of the strongest opponents. Con- 
venience of seating, however, condemned 
most of those present, whatever their con- 
victions, to sit on cross benches. Proceed- 
ings throughout were boisterous, with con- 
tinuous bursts of laughter or applause, 
serious and ironical, so that speakers were at 
times inaudible. We are, in consequence, 
unable to report those parts of their contri- 
butien to the debate, but we think our 
readers need not mourn this as a grievous 
loss. Mr. Brawne’s principal supporter was 
Mr. Gontran Goulden, T.D., A.R.I.B.A. The 
leading opponents were Mr. John Noble, a 
student, and Mr. Henry Elder, M.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A. 

The motion was, “ That in the opinion of 
this House the A.A. is a defunct and 
apathetic body and has yet to justify its 
existence.” Among the points made by MR. 
BRAWNE in opening the debate was one that 
a school of architecture could not be con- 
sidered to be alive when it had not won the 
Prix de Rome for more years than he could 
remember. The highest honour of another 
place had recently been given to one who, 
as a student, had received his education at 
l’Ecole des Beaux Arts. Having failed to 
achieve academic rewards had the A.A. 
school produced one single spark of origin- 
ality? The drawings exhibited on the walls 
of the chamber where the House was now 
in session gave the sorry answer ‘to this 
question. (Applause. Dissent. Laughter.) 


The Opposition’s View 

Mr. Nos te, leading the Opposition, occu- 
pied part of his time discussing the exact 
meaning of the motion. In more serious 
vein he said that all agreed that the extent 
to which an organisation might be con- 
sidered alive was the extent to which it was 
sensitive to external influences, and the 
extent to which its form was capable of 
changing in accordance with those influences 
while at the same time influencing those 
with whom it came in contact. To-day, men 
and women were tending to act in a spirit 
of co-operation rather than of competition, 
realising that competition was wasteful of 
labour and human resourcefulness. Private 
practice was on its death-bed, at least in the 
form in which we knew it to-day. Slowly, 
but inevitably, architects were working 
together in pursuit of honesty in building, 
evolving an architecture of which not only 
as narrow specialists but as human beings 
they could be proud; and the influence of 
this movement on the Association had been 
profound. Now for some years its mem- 
bers had been inspired with the idea that 


architects should co-operate rather than 
compete in the production of architecture. 
Outside the Association the co-operative 
idea was evident in spirit if not in practice 
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primarily in international affairs, so that the 
Association in showing the same spirit mani- 
fested its sensitivity to what was, perhaps, 
the most important moral movement of the 
age. From co-operation among architects 
it was only a short step to the realisation 
of the fact that greater co-ordination was 
desirable between all the people engaged in 
building. | Universal co-operation was the 
only foundation upon which a vigorous and 
truly contemporary architecture could be 
built. The Association was conscious of 
this spirit of co-operation and, therefore, 
could not be dead, as was implied in the 
motion before the House. Everything had 
an influence upon architects and architec- 
ture, and these in turn had an influence upon 
everything. 

There was neither beginning nor end to 
building, and this fact being realised the 
extent to which an architect might be called 
great was the extent to which he realised and 
resolved the innumerable implications of the 
building process. Evidently the result of 
the co-operation of architects could only be 
realised when everyone was willing to work 
in openness and co-operation. This was the 
aim of contemporary architecture and to- 
wards that end the Association worked. The 
pulse beat of life was perceptible in the 
fact that the A.A. had undergone change, 
although this change was more apparent in 
the school than in the other part of the 
Association. That other half was formed 
for the most part of graduates of the school, 
and the difficulties of practice made change 
in it more difficult, but within itself it mani- 
fested symptoms which might be said to 
follow the trend towards co-operation. This 
was more especially shown by the fact that 
members had recently flocked in their hun- 
dreds to the building departments of civic 
corporations. Some people might attribute 
this to the difficulties of private practice but 
he saw it as coming from the belief that 
it was only through the medium of the pub- 
lic corporations that a greater and more 
cohesively planned idea of building might 
be achieved. 

Mr. GOuLDEN followed, supporting the 
motion and recalling the fact that so long 
ago as 1855 the Association had been 
described as apathetic and in 1856 it was 
proposed that it should be wound up. No 
one would make such a proposal to-day for 
fear that if the Association was wound up 
it would not go. (Applause and laughter.) 

Mr. ELDER, Opposing the motion, exhibited 
a graph which showed that having started 
104 years ago, by about 1885 the Associa- 
tion had 1,000 members. By 1930 this 
figure had been doubled. To-day, the 
membership totalled 2,623, and if the 
increase continued at the present rate, by 
1990 the figure would be about 3,000. 

Messrs. R. A. Duncan, Speyer, de Syllas, 
Pym, A. R. F. Anderson, Victor Smith, 
Shannon, Winston Walker and others added 
their more or less valuable remarks, and 
one lady, Miss Jennifer Dennis, thought the 
Association was defunct and would remain 
so until the students had a vote. 

It was explained that students would vote 
at this meeting. The motion being put to 
the vote in Parliamentary form there was 
a shout of “Aye” and another shout of 
“No.” Apparently those in favour of the 
motion. had stouter lungs than their 
opponents. The Speaker ruled that they 
had the majority, but this being contested 
there was a show of hands the result of 
which was: For the motion, 27; against, 53. 
Motion lost. 

The House adjourned. 


March 9 195} 


BUILDING IN RUSSIA 


Impressions of Drive and Speed . 


RECENTLY returned visitors to Russia 

gave their impressions of new building 
in that country at a meeting of the Society 
for Cultural Relations with the U.SSR, 
held in London on February 28. Mr. A. G, 
Ling, A.R.I.B.A., was in the chair, 


Mr. Les SMITH, an engineer, said that 
his chief impression was that of an overall 
plan in the architecture of Moscow and 
other cities. Within the limits of the plan 
it appeared, however, that architects had 
been given freedom to advance their ow 
theories about constructional methods, but 
that they had tried all the time to fit into 
this plan. 

He was struck by the rather “plain” 
exteriors of buildings, but inside they were 
often most elaborate. The Moscow under 
ground was a case in point, and that could 
only be described as magnificent; the 
marble used in the construction of the 
stations had been brought from all parts of 
the U.S.S.R. It was more than a utilitarian 
building—it was a work of art, and there 
was thus a definite cultural value in getting 
from station to station. Mr. Smith thought 
that the London underground system —ijn 
which he deplored the presence of com- 
mercial advertisements—compared most un 
favourably with that in Moscow. 


Russian factories, without exception, were 
also considered by Mr. Smith vastly 
superior to anything seen in this country, 
He was impressed by the fact that in Russia 
the fenestration was such that artificial 
light was not required during the hours of 
daylight, but he had never seen a factory 
in Britain where artificial light was not 
necessary at all times. 


The houses he saw under construction 
had been 40 to 45 per cent. prefabricated 
in factories, and doors, for example, were 
sent ready-hinged to the site. The speed of 
building was therefore rapid, and he saw a 
school that had been built in eight weeks. 
A great deal of the plumbing was also pre- 
fabricated, and only needed screwing 
together on the site. 


Mr. Smith emphasised the importance to 
Russian building of “a great plan, from 
which nobody can deviate.” This led to 
beauty of design in contrast to conditions 
here “where anybedy- can come along and 
build what he likes.” ‘ 


Mr. CAMPBELL CREIGHTON, Editor of 
Russia Today, referred to the permanent 
building exhibition in Moscow, which was 
something we could do with in this country. 
Here buildings were broken down into parts 
to ‘show their construction, and building 
workers came to be instructed in their 
craft. It contained plans and charts illus: 
trating building all over Russia as part of 
the five-year plan, and he thought it would 
pay far more dividends than the live archt 
tecture exhibition at Poplar in connection 
with the Festival-of Britain. 


The number of new houses built in Russit 
in the last five years was 2,500,000, said 
Mr. Creighton. Fhe average home in the 
towns contained 90 sq. metres of “ living 
space,” which he defied as roughly two 
thirds of what people got when paying rent 

In a reference to The Builder Low-Cos 
Housing Competition, Mr. Creighton said 
that the winning design, of approximately 
750 ft. super [the actual figure is 781 ft 
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super] was equivalent to just under 500 ft. 
super of living space, the remainder being 
taken up by cupboards, stairs, passages, 
etc. This worked out at roughly 10 sq. 
metres per person, but in Moscow the mini- 
mum area of a room, intended for one 
person, was 12 sq. metres. Thus the 
standard of new housing in Russia was 
appreciably higher than that proposed in 
the competition. In addition, the Russians 
believed in a ceiling height of 9 ft. compared 
with the 7 ft. 6 in. proposed in the com- 
petition. 

Mr. Creighton remarked on the absence 
of scaffolding from the new Moscow build- 
ings, and said that the buildings seemed 
to be built up from the inside. He saw 
work going on in nine degrees of frost, 
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conditions under which all work weuld have 
stopped in Britain. 

Mr. W. WAINWRIGHT commented upon the 
“enormous amount of exterior tiling” he 
saw, particularly in Kiev. The tiles were 
of pastel shades and produced a lovely effect 
which was in keeping with the style of the 
city. When he was there they were cleaning 
the tiles with hosepipes. All public build- 
ings he saw had rounded corners between 
floors, walls and ceilings. 

It was quite true that the bricklayers laid 
enormous numbers of bricks in a day — 
10,000 to 15,000. This was when the brick- 
work was to be rendered or tiled, and the 
rate was lower in the case of facing bricks, 
when greater regularity in laying was 
required. 





THE IDEAL HO 


ME EXHIBITION 


A Link between 1851 and the Festival of Britain 


‘Pus year’s Daily Mail Ideal Home 

exhibition, which opened at Olympia 
on Tuesday until March 31, seeks to create 
a link between the Great Exhibition of 1851 
and the coming Festival of Britain. This 
idea is achieved by the decoration of the 
Grand Hall, which under its golden roof 
canopy and giant chandeliers, and with its 
great 360-ft. long by 18-ft. wide claret col- 
oured carpet running down the main high- 
way, recreates something of the warmth and 
comfort beloved of the Victorians. 


To strengthen this link with the past a 
modern replica in outline of the Crystal Pal- 
ace, constructed of magnesium alloy, a 
material 40 per cent. lighter than aluminium, 
separates the end of the Grand Hall from 
the gardens’ section. The central arch of 
this replica is 50 ft. high and 33 ft. deep, and 
the central frontage 104 ft., yet only 3-4 tons 
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THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE!HOUSE (shown atthe Ideal 
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of magnesium alloy have been used in its 
structure. 

The interest long shown in rural housing 
by the Women’s Institutes is given expression 
in the Village of Ideal Homes, where a house 
embodying the wishes and best ideas of 
the Institutes’ 400,000 members has been 
constructed and furnished. 


This house, which has a floor area of 1,000 
sq. ft., is built of brick and stone and pro- 
vides a scullery (separated from the spacious 
kitchen-living-room by a short wall of cup- 
boards), and parlour downstairs, with three 
bedrooms and bathroom upstairs. An inter- 
esting feature, popular in the country, is 
the large outhouse, connected by a roof and 
doors to the main structure, which is placed 
outside the backdoor. This contains a 
laundry, the w.c. (with wash basin), a large 
fuel store and a room for garden tools, 
complete with a stout work bench. Heating 
and hot water for the house are by means 
of a modern solid fuel type of openable fire. 
Much labour-saving equipment is included 
in the model house, though it is realised that 
no one would probably be able to have it 
all. The house was designed by the Hon. 
Lionel Brett, A.R.I.B.A., with the help of 
drawings by Miss Norah Glover, A.R.I.B.A., 
and was built by John Laing and Son, Ltd. 


Among other houses in the “ village,” all 
of which have been furnished according to 
the ideas of well-known journalists, the Davis 
house had a special burglar alarm device 
for signalling the police without the intruder’s 
knowledge, as well as burglar-resistant locks, 
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latches and bolts. It is of the chalet type, 


and costs £1,300. 


This year’s Berg bungalow, which would 
cost £1,850 to build, has central glass- 
blanketed plumbing to defeat frost, central 
heating, and a raised fireplace in the lounge 
to diffuse warmth. The Unity house, which 
is made of reconstructed stone and can be 
erected with a minimum of skilled labour, 
is designed to meet the needs of official hous- 
ing. 

Fuel saving has been kept well in mind in 
the Wates house, where the living accommo- 
dation is arranged around a central-heating 
unit which warms the living-room direct and 
the bedrooms by convectors, and also heats 
the water. 


Largest and most expensive house in the 
“ village °—its cost would be from £2,400 
to £2,800—is the Coates “‘ Anglo-American ” 
home. This double-fronted white house has 
an American-type kitchen with an extra large 
gas cooker, numerous metal cabinets, wash- 
ing tops in heat-resistant plastic and a 
“dinette” for informal meals. A _ novel 
feature of the furnishing is the fully carpeted 
bathroom floor. 


As in other years, the exhibition brings 
together an immense variety of household 
equipment and furniture. The most import- 
ant new feature is the book exhibition, in 
which some 4,000 volumes are displayed. 


Examples of the latest types of economi- 
al solid fuel appliances are on view at the 
Coal Utilisation Joint Council’s stand in the 
Grand Hall, where visitors can obtain im- 
partial advice on heating problems. Included 
among the exhibits on this stand is a new 
fire of such high efficiency that, although 
only 12 in. wide, it will heat a room of 
2,000 cu. ft., supply the domestic hot water 
and provide some warmth in other parts of 
the house by means of two small radiators. 
A novel feature is that it can be operated 
so that the fire burns in the reverse way from’ 
the normal, the flames going downwards 
instead of up, when it consumes its own 
smoke. The fire will burn any type of solid 
fuel. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 
Loading 


THE Councit for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings, Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1, 
has issued a British Standard Code of Prac- 
tice draft for comment entitled “ Revision 
of Code of Functional Requirements of 
Buildings. Chapter V. Loading.” Price 
4s. 


Home Exhibition): LIONEL” BRETT, A.R.1LB.A., ARCHITECT 
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A. B.S. CENTENARY FUND 


Fourth List of Donors 


HE Architects’ Benevolent 
Sociéty’s Centenary Appeal 
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THE QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ 


THE BUILDER 


DILEMMA 


Can Improved Architects’ Particulars and Better Office 
Organisation Afford a Solution ? 


By ARTHUR J. WILLIS, F.R.LC.S. 


MPHE Editor in a leading article in The 

Builder of February 2 propounds a 
dilemma, which, he suggests, presents itself 
to quantity surveyors. On the one hand, 
the existence of the precise and detailed 
bill of quantities results in architects 
reducing their work on drawings and 
specification and relying on the quantity 
surveyor to “cover” their future thinking 
and detailing: if there were no such thing 
as the bill, he says, the architect would be 
bound to prepare a full set of drawings and 
complete specification, On the other hand, 
the builder demands, except for very small 
contracts, an accurate bill, in the interests 
of fair tendering and as an equitable basis 
for the adjustment of variations. 

The individual quantity surveyor, the 
article says, can do precious little about 
it. This one is going to try. 

There are three main factors to be con- 
sidered in tendering procedure: (a) what the 
client wants; (b) what the cost will be; and 
(c) when the work can start. 

The American procedure, boosted in 
certain quarters, certainly takes full marks 
for the handling of (a). The architect 
makes his complete drawings and specifica- 
tion before the estimating stage, and the 
building can be erected from them, with, 
presumably, no more than approval of the 
materials and workmanship as complying 
with the contract. With regard to cost, 
the writer feels, from the very brief way 
in which quantities are prepared by the 
builder himself, that there must be a sub- 
stantial gambling element in tenders, risks 
which the British builder is not accustomed 
to and will not take. Besides, the client 
is not allowed to change his mind. If he 
does, the contractor “ bids” his price for 
the variation (without any contract basis) 
and the client pays “through the nose.” 

The advantage on (b) is definitely with 
the practice of this country. As to time, 
that is largely a matter of organisation. 
Quantity surveyors will confirm that if they 
have really complete drawings and specifi- 
cation, with sufficient copies of both for the 
number of takers-off employed, much time 
is saved. One wastes so much time trying 
to share insufficient copies of the drawings 
or a single specification, especially if it is 
in manuscript. Another time-waster is 
doubting whether this or that should be 
referred to the architect, deciding it need not 
be, and afterwards altering the dimensions, 
because the architect has thought of it and 
sent a revised drawing. Or, it may be, the 
architect has promised some drawing to 
follow, and the taker-off is constantly 
stumbling up against the need for it—more 
time lost. On balance, the third hole can, 
with some effort on our part, be halved. 
Improving on U.S. Procedure 

What, then, do we need to beat the 
American procedure? Improvement in the 
architects’ particulars and improved office 
organisation of both architect and surveyor. 
Here is the solution to the dilemma. 

The steps which will be necessary may. be 
summarised as follows:— 

_ (1) Revision of the architect’s duties to 
include preparation of all drawings and 
complete specification before the quantity 


Surveyor takes over. Specification to be in 
type, with copies according to the number 
of takers-off engaged on the job. It should 
be accompanied by all specialists’ estimates, 
except those, such as roof coverings, floor 
finishings, etc., dependent on measurements 
taken by the quantity surveyor. 


(2) The full specification should be for 
the quantity surveyor’s use only. All matter 
in the specification affecting price to be in- 
corporated in the bill of quantities; other 
matter, e.g., location of items, etc., to be 
extracted by the quantity surveyor and 
made into a specification referenced to the 
bill for use on the job (not part of the 
contract). 

(3) Any amendment in the professional 
scales of charges which may be conse- 
quent on (1) and (2) above. 

(4) The client must be told that he must 
decide everything in advance—choose his 
fireplaces or sanitary fittings, lighting fit- 
tings, ironmongery, etc. 

(5) As long notice as possible to be given 
to the quantity surveyor of when drawings 
are ready (it is not possible to have three 
takers-off sitting on their stools waiting for 
a job, start it at once and never leave it, 
as some seem to think). 

(6) The quantity surveyor must not take 
on work which he knows he cannot do in 
the time. Refusal of work should not in 
any way affect future offers. The time given 
him should be fair, with a margin for such 
contingencies as illness, which, in the case 
of a taker-off, seriously disorganises the 
work, so much depending on unrecorded 
trains of thought. Farming out work 
presents difficulties, and if fairly done, gives 
little profit, Some pooling or grouping 
scheme between surveyors seems indicated 
to ensure even distribution of work. 

(7) There must be closer co-operation 
between architects and quantity surveyors, 
and the first essential for this is an under- 
standing of each other’s jobs. The training 
of an architect should include some study 
of how the quantity surveyor sets about his 
job. He would then realise that two lines 
added to his drawing, which may take the 
draughtsman only a few minutes, may 
mean quite extensive alterations by the 
quantity surveyor: that it is no use sending 
foundation drawings and saying that the 
size of concrete foundation and reinforce- 
ment will follow later! The writer does not 
doubt that there are reciprocal matters in 
which the architect finds the quantity sur- 
veyor troublesome, but his clients have been 
too polite to point them out. Let us hear 
them and try to smooth the path for ail. 
What about joint general meetings of archi- 
tects and quantity surveyors for discussion 
of objects of mutual interest? What about 
having the builders, too—Building Industry 
General Meetings? 

America has admittedly led the way in 
business organisation, design of contrac- 
tors’ plant and machinery, research and 
development of new materials and mass 
production. But where tendering procedure 
is concerned, let us throw off that inferiority 
complex, polish up a bit and say to 
America, “You want the best system—we 
have itf” 
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OBITUARY 
J. C. S. Soutar, F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.1. 

We regret to announce that Mr. J. C. S. 
Soutar, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.1., has died at the 
age of 70. Mr. Soutar began his architec- 
tural training by being articled, for four 
years, to T. M. Cappon, F.R.1I.B.A., Dundee; 
he subsequently studied at Dundee University, 
and afterwards served 11 years in the archi- 
tects’ department of the L.C.C. His appoint- 
ments included architect to the Hampstead 
Garden Suburb Trust, Ltd., and joint archi- 
tect to Ruislip Manor, Ltd. 

Mr. Soutar won several prizes for town- 
planning schemes. His works at Hampstead 
Garden Suburb included Southwood-court, 
(block of flats for Officers’ Families’ Associa- 
tion); block of six shops and flats, Addison- 
way; over 100 private houses, and other 
buildings in the neighbourhood. He was 
also responsible for housing schemes at 
Eltham, Ruislip, Northwood and Golders 
Green. Other works were the school chapel, 
Mill Hill, and the church hall and Henrietta 
Barnett School, Golders Green. 


T. H. Gibbs, F.R.LB.A. 


Mr. Thomas Harry Gibbs, F.R.I.B.A., 
principal of Messrs. George Baines and 
Son, died suddenly on March 1. 


Sir P. Malcolm Stewart 


Sir Malcolm Stewart, Bt., O.B.E., D.L., 
J.P., whose death, at the age of 78, was 
announced in our last issue, had a remark- 
ably successful business career, which 
appeared to be helped rather than hindered 
by his conviction that fair wages to 
employees must come first, and that a share 
in profits should go hand in hand with good 
dividends. 

He was educated at the Royal High 
School, Edinburgh, and at King’s School, 
Rochester, and entered business at an early 
age. He helped to form the Inland Cement 
Manufacturers’ Alliance, and was its first 
chairman, in 1918, when he established the 
Cement Makers’ Federation, of which he 
was the first chairman and, later, president. 
In 1919 he was instrumental in forming the 
National Joint Industrial Council for the 
cement industry, and in the same year 
became chairman of Associated Portland 
Cement and British Portland Cement. 
He had retained his earlier interests in the 
firm of B. S. Forder and Son, and when 
that company absorbed the London Brick 
Company he was elected chairman of what 
soon became the largest brick manufacturers 
in the world. 


In 1934 Sir Malcolm Stewart was 
appointed Commissioner for the Special 
Areas, and, had he been given more power 
and support, might have helped substantially 
to alleviate the worst effects of the 
depression. He presented to Peterborough 
a building for use as a museum and art 
gallery; £10,000 towards Mansfield House 
University Settlement, West Ham, and 
£35,000 to endow a co-operative farm for 
unemployed workers. 

The baronetcy descends to his elder son, 
Mr. R. C. Stewart. 


L. T. Buckley 


We regret to record the death of Mr. L. T. 
Buckley, President of the Institute of Clerks 
of Works of Great Britain. 


Central Price Regulation Committee 

The Central Price Regulation Committee 
has moved to Clive House (7th Floor), Petty 
France, London, S.W.1 (tel: Abbey 8010). 
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LEASEHOLD REFORM 


Seeking an Equitable Method of 
Determining Rent 


(THE vexed question of leasehold reform 

was the subject of an address by 
Mr. MICHAEL E. Rowe, C.B.E., K.C., at a 
meeting of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, held in London on February 5. 
Mr. Rowe said that all he wished to do on 
the present occasion was to call attention 
once more to what seemed to be the crux of 
the whole leasehold problem—namely to 
find some means of determining rent which 
was not open to allegations of extortion by 
landlords but did give them some hope of 
economic survival. 

“At the present moment it is probably 
true that our economic policy makes it im- 
possible to do them justice,” said Mr. Rowe. 
“Rent control and wage ‘ freezing,’ coupled 
with a policy of high taxation—and par- 
ticularly indirect taxation—on the one hand, 
and of subsidies on the other hand, effectu- 
ally prevent any ordinary citizen knowing 
upon which side of the looking-glass he 
really does exist. And this makes it ex- 
tremely difficult to frame a good law. I 
think, however, it is fair to say, that the 
political and social views of the several 
members of the Leasehold Committee, 
different as they were, did not prevent them 
agreeing (a) that in some measure the pri- 
vate landlord served a useful purpose and 
should not be abolished, and (b) that if he 
was to continue, he must be allowed to 
charge a fair rent. It is at least one way of 
Jooking at the matter if one says that 
accommodation, whether living or business 
or professional, is a rationed commodity to 
which a registered customer is entitled at a 
price. 


“A Rationed Commodity ” 

“If Government policy requires that that 
price should be lower than the economic 
price, then the public purse should give sub- 
sidies, as it did for eggs and other com- 
modities,” he continued. “If on the other 
hand there was to be no subsidy from the 
public purse, the required sum must be re- 
garded as yet one more addition to the ever- 
growing list of increases in the cost of 
living. Neither morally nor jurispruden- 
tially could it be right to base any new 
Jaw of landlord and tenant upon the sup- 
position that landlords could for ever be 
efficient camels, by the dexterous use of any 
humps they might still possess. 

“ But even supposing that, if rent controls 
were removed in the comparatively near 
future, the market would settle down and 
produce reasonable rents, would it be right 
to assume that the Tribunal would always 
be able to find comparable rents by which to 
direct itself?” Mr. Rowe went on: “I do 
not doubt that this is theoretically more 
likely than in the case of business premises, 
but even so I am not sure that the theory 
will work in practice. The fact that the 
gtfeat majority of tenants would not have 
professional advice and experience sug- 
gests that they would not agree to pay a 
rent that had not been fixed by the Tribunal 
either for their own house or for its twin. 
And thus one might arrive again at the 
same conclusion that the Tribunal had to 
seek for another yardstick. | Whether for 


this reason or for fear of letting loose un- 
bridled competition, a legislator might. feel 
forced to try to devise an alternative basis 
for the Tribunal’s guidance.” 

Summing up his reflections on the matter, 
Mr. Rowe said they amounted to this:— 


THE BUILDER 


(1) Upon the assumption that public 
opinion required a greater measure of 
security for tenants even if the present 
acute shortage were removed, an entirely 
mew conception of the relative rights and 
duties of landlords-and tenants respectively 
must be embodied in the new law—i.e., that 
buildings were comparable to a rationed 
commodity. 


(2) There was no logical reason for deny- 
ing to the residential tenant what was given 
to the business or professional tenant. 


(3) The new code must give to landlords 
the security of a fair rent, if tenants were to 
be given a fair security of tenure. 


(4) The circumstances of the present time, 
and the future probabilities made it at least 
doubtful whether any Tribunal would for 
long be able to fix “fair” rents by reference 
to actual rents determined by the higgling 
of the market. 


(5) It might therefore be necessary to find 
some other “ yardstick,” the first choice for 
examination being some system of interest 
upon capital investment. 


Touching upon one or two of the more 
disputed recommendations of the Leasehold 
Committee, Mr. Rowe said, first, would any 
new code apply to public landlords, e.g., Gov- 
ernment departments, local authorities, etc., 
as well as to private landlords? The 
Majority Report said “ Yes,” subject to a 
special saving clause for cases where 
possession was sought “in pursuance of dis- 
tinctive functions,” a phrase which would re- 
quire more accurate definition than he was 
able to discover in the Report: this of course 
related to business premises only. The Sup- 
plementary Report, which dealt specially 
with residential properties, blew hot and 
cold. The members signing it rejected the 
application of the scheme they proposed to 
the ordinary municipal housing estate, but 
““do not wish to place the public landlord 
in an unduly privileged position compared 
with the private landlord” and “are not 
averse to any safeguard which prevents a 
municipal tenant from being treated with 
less consideration by his landlord than a 
private tenant might be.” What this meant 
he did not know; for his own part he would 
unhesitatingly apply the new code to all 
landlords, public or private, great or small. 


Next the Majority Report, in propound- 
ing the scheme for renewals of leases of 
business premises, proposed that the appli- 
cant tenant should have to satisfy certain 
qualifications, for example, he must have 
been carrying on business in the premises 
for at least three years, also he must be able 
to-prove that eviction would lead to a sub- 
stantial diminution in the value of his busi- 
ness as a going concern, or in the case of 
non-profit-making concerns, a substantial in- 
crease in the cost, or decline in the efficiency, 
of their activities, and so on. In his opinion 
the imposition of such conditions led both 
to unintelligibility and to uncertainty, and 
he was not at all convinced that justice 
resulted. 


Mr. Rowe said he had tried to put before 
them some of the consequences of seeking 
to make a law that would give effect to a 
public demand, which he had assumed to 
have been proved to exist. “In doing so, I 
have tried to bear in mind the three attri- 
butes of a good law—acceptability, intelligi- 
bility, certainty. It might well be that such 
a law would deprive us of a good deal of 
‘fun and games’ and possibly of profit— 
although both lawyers and surveyors were 
apt to find oases even in the Sahara. Buta 
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good law does not lead to litigation and many 
of our present difficulties are caused by for- 
getting that perfection can only be attained 
by a conversion of the human race to. the 
paths of righteousness, and that the law 
must deal with the existing average or 
perish in its own complexities. Either we 
must retrace our steps considerably, and re- 
turn wholeheartedly to the idea of a free 
landlord and a free tenant, or we must 
accept a new theory. If we choose to do 
the latter, let it be done thoroughly, without 
fear or favour, and let us produce a law 
which all His Majesty’s subjects, whatever 
their degree, whatever their wealth or pov- 
erty, and whatever their political persuasion, 
will accept as just, intelligible and certain.” 


LAW REPORT 
Sub-Contractor’s Successful Claim 
KiINnG’s BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE CROOM-JOHNSON. 
E. J. Sands, Ltd. y. Towers, Wilson and Co. 


DISPUTE concerning a_ plumbing 
contract for 71 houses on the Walsall 
Borough Council estate at Coalpool resulted 
first in litigation and then in arbitration 
before Sir Frederick Gentle, K.C., between 
E. J. Sands, Ltd., the plumbers, of Hands- 
worth, Birmingham, and Towers, Wilson 
and Co., the builders, of Tettenhall, 
Staffordshire. 


Sir Frederick made an award in favour 
of the plumbers, for £2,260 f1s. 7d. for 
work done and material supplied, and £270 
damages for breach of contract, and on 
February 12, before Mr. Justice Croom- 
Johnson in the King’s Bench Division, there 
were arguments on whether his award 
should stand. 


The contract was made in July, 1946, and 
Messrs. Sands left the site in July, 1947, 
claiming that they were entitled to do so 
because the builders had not carried out 
their obligation to pay for work done and 
material supplied on accounts rendered 
as the work proceeded. In the arbitration 
they claimed the balance due when they 
left the site, and damages for breach of 
contract. 


Denying that they were in breach, Messrs. 
Towers, Wilson and Co. alleged that the 
plumbers were wrong in leaving, and 
counterclaimed for the cost of having the 
plumbing work completed. 


Sir Frederick Gentle found that the 
accounts should have been paid within a 
reasonable time—which he held was one 
month—of being presented. There was no 
bona fide dispute as to the accounts which 
would have justified the builders in with- 
holding payment, and they broke the con- 
ditions of the contract. The plumbing 
contractors were entitled to cease work and 
leave the site. He directed that the builders 
pay the costs of the arbitration. 


Upholding the award, and ordering the 
builders to pay the costs of the hearing 
before him, Mr. Justice Croom-Johnson 
said there was abundant evidence on which 
the arbitrator could reach the decision i 
favour of Messrs, Sands. 


a 


Iron and Steel Research Report 


A report of the work carried out during 
its first five years of operation has just been 
issued by the British Iron and Steel Research 
Association. Free copies of the report may 
be obtained from 11, Park-lane, London, 
W.1. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Town and Country Planning Act 


ON February 28, MR. GEOFFREY 
HUTCHINSON asked leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the provisions of Section 52 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, with reference to the assessment of 
compensation for the compulsory acquisi- 
tion of owner-occupied dwelling - houses. 
He said that the 1947 Act provided that 
where a public authority acquires an indivi- 
dual’s property by compulsory purchase 
compensation should not, for the present, 
include any payment for-vacant possession. 
Whatever might be the justice of applying 
that method of assessing compensation of 
property which was held for investment pur- 
poses, quite different considerations applied 
when it was adopted in the case of dwelling- 
houses occupied by their owners. In that 
case it produced great injustice, which his 
Bill sought to remedy. 

The motion was negatived by 245 votes to 
222. 


Private Building Licences 

On February 27, Mr. PRoFuMo asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
whether he would consider sanctioning the 
issue of private building licences in excess 
of the ratio of one in five to districts where 
he was satisfied that such action would more 
speedily alleviate the housing shortage with- 
out interfering with the local authority’s 
council housing programme. 

Mr. DALTON replied in the affirmative. 


New @olonial Office Site 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of Works 
on February 27 if he would give the original 
cubic capacity desired in the proposed 
Colonial Office on the Westminster Hospital 
site, and the reduced cubic capacity now sug- 
gested. 

Mr. STOKES said that the gross cubic 
capacity of the building previously planned 
to cover the old Stationery Office and part 
of the Westminster Hospital site would have 
been about 4,896,500 cu. ft. The capacity 
of the smaller building now proposed would 
be about 4,660,000 cu. ft. 


Peterborough Brickfields Production 


In reply to Mr. GIBSON on February 27, 
the MINISTER OF WorkKs said that Fletton 
bricks (2$ in.) produced in the brickfields of 
Peterborough were normally quoted “ de- 
livered to site,” but representative ex-works 
prices of the main grades were considered 
to be as follows:— 

















Per 1,000 
Commons Rustic yar 
1939 36/- 56/- 66 /— 
1943 47/- Not available 
1944 48/3 ” ” 
1945 53/- 73/- 83/- 
1951 February 60/- 85/- 100/- 














Information was not available for the 
other war years. 

The totals in millions were 532 in 1947, 
484 in 1948, 606 in 1949, and 695 in 1950. 


€ regretted that figures before 1947 were 
fot available. 


Advertisement Regulations. 

a teply to Mr. RUSSELL on February 
/, MR. DALTON said that since the Adver- 
a Regulations came into force on 
ugust 1, 1948, 2,116 appeals were dealt 
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with by the end of 1950; 662 of these were 
allowed and 1,126 dismissed. For 1948, the 
figures were two and three respectively; for 
1949, 389 and 257; for 1950, 271 and 866. 
Both parties to an appeal had every oppor- 
tunity to state their case either in writing or, 
if necessary, at a hearing; and a decision was 
reached in each case only after careful 
weighing of everything that had been said. 


Reconditioning Licences 


On March 1, MR. VANE asked the Minis- 
ter of Local Government and Planning 
whether he would give local authorities 
greater freedom in the issue of licences for 
the necessary repairs and improvements to 
existing houses where the amount of scarce 
Material to be used is small. 


Mr. LINDGREN said that he could not at 
present, in view of the need to limit the use 
of labour as well as the materials on this 
work. 


MODERNISING BLOCK 
DWELLINGS 
L.C.C. Proposals 


A JOINT report of the Housing Committee 

and the Establishment Committee to 
the London County Council makes pro- 
posals for the working-class block-dwellings 
in private and public hands. 


The report states: In the County of Lon- 
don there are a large number of flats occu- 
pied by the working classes and those not 
conforming with modern standards may be 
broadly classified as (i) those which structur- 
ally, are reaching the end of their useful life, 
and are so badly arranged as to be unfit for 
improvement and suitable only for clearance, 
and (ii) those which are well constructed but 
are so lacking in amenities as to be below 
a satisfactory housing standard. Many of 
the latter could be improved and modernised 
providing satisfactory housing accommoda- 
tion for many years. Generally, the defects 
of these dwellings are inadequate natural 
and artificial lighting, ventilation and heating 
facilities ; inadequate water supply and sani- 
tary conveniences necessitating common use ; 
inconveniently situated water closets; and 
lack of baths, hot-water supply, domestic 
washing facilities, and proper food and fuel 
storage. 


Many of these sub-standard flats could be 
dealt with under Part II of the Housing Act, 
1949, which provides, among other things, 
for financial assistance towards the improve- 
ment or conversion of housing accommoda- 
tion, including flats. Except in areas of com- 
prehensive redevelopment or other areas in 
which the Council has a special interest, the 
powers generally were to be exercised by the 
Metropolitan Borough Councils. The 
Ministry of Health, in circular 90/1949, sug- 
gest that action by local authorities under the 
1949 Act will be particularly appropriate 
where there are groups of houses that lend 
themselves readily to improvements and for 
which comprehensive proposals are not 
forthcoming from the owners. The Metro- 
politan Borough Councils have recently sur- 
veyed housing conditions in their areas in 
preparation for the resumption of slum clear- 
ance, and this survey will help them to decide 
which flats and houses in their areas are 
suitable for improvement under the Act. 


The Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing 
Joint Committee have.been asked to con- 
sider the question of what can be done, not 
only by local authorities but by housing asso- 
ciations and trusts and others, to encourage, 
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in particular, the modernisation of working- 
class flats under that Act. The Housing 
Committee will submit a further report on 
this aspect when the observations of the 
Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Com- 
mittee have been received. 


Flats Belonging to the Council 


The Council’s flats built before 1919 do not 
attract subsidy and most are deficient in some 
respects by the standard prescribed for the 
purposes of part II of the Act of 1949. A 
few houses erected later, for which subsidy 
has been received, are also similarly defic- 
ient. Some modernisation has been carried 
out since the war, namely, the substitution 
of heated for unheated drying-rooms at a 
few of the Council’s older block of flats, and 
it is now considered that the modernisation 
work should be extended so as to provide 
better living accommodation. Replanning 
will be confined to the interior of the build- 
ings within the limitations imposed by the 
position of the load-bearing walls. Improve- 
ments could be achieved by several methods, 
such as the reduction in the size of the flat, 
the combination of two small flats into one 
larger one with accommodation for fewer 
persons, and the provision of amenities at 
the expense of the floor area of the bed- 
rooms. No general principle can be laid 
down and it will be necessary to make a sur- 
vey in each case. 


The provision of a bath in a separate room 
and the improvement of kitchen and food 
storage arrangements will result in some loss 
of accommodation, and the problem of 
bringing dwellings up to date has been con- 
sidered in relation to the need for keeping 
the resultant loss of accommodation to the 
minimum. It is therefore proposed that the 
modernisation work shall be carried out 
concurrently with the improvement of 
drying-room facilities in the older blocks of 
flats. The substitution of small, heated 
drying-rooms for the old unheated rooms not 
only brings the drying-room facilities up to 
date, but provides space within the bleck for 
additional housing accommodation. On this 
basis it is proposed, for the first year’s pro- 
gramme, to modernise Gainsborough House, 
Millbank estate, and to improve the drying- 
room facilities at five of the older estates. 
The improvement works at Millbank estate 
will reduce the number of flats from 40 to 
30 but the substitution of heated for 
unheated drying rooms at the other estates 
will enable 75 additional flats to be provided. 
This work, which will cost about £61,000, is 
to be carried out by direct labour. 


BATTERSEA HOUSING 
MAINTENANCE 
New Responsibilities for Tenants 


BATTERSEA Borough Council Housing 
Committee, having again considered the 
rents charged for properties under the 
Council’s control, and after reviewing all 
the circumstances, have decided that an 
increase would not be appropriate at the 
present time. 


They have, however, decided that tenants 
and licensees should now be made respon- 
sible for certain minor works of repair and 
Maintenance in their dwellings, and have 
given instructions for this decision to be put 
into effect as from the beginning of the new 
financial year. This will necessitate the 
formal determination of existing tenancies 
and occupations under licence and offers of 
tenancies and licences on the new terms. 
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LONDON APPRENTICES 
Prize-giving at the L.M.B.A. 
WTTHE importance of having a theoretical 

background to their crafts ‘was stressed 
to prize-winning apprentices by Mr. 
W. K. Laing, chairman of the London 
Regional Joint Apprenticeship Commit- 
tee on March 2. He _ was presiding 
at the annual prize-giving held in the 
L.M.B.A. headquarters in Bedford-square, 
for apprentices in London who, during the 
past year, have been awardéd prizes from 
the B.A.T.C. Welfare Fund for work at tech- 
nical schools. 

A letter of greeting to the president of 
the L.M.B.A. from Mr. R. R. Stokes, Minis- 
ter of Works, was read to the assembled 
company. In it he said:— 

“T cannot emphasise too strongly that the 
need for apprentices is one of the most 
pressing requirements of the building in- 
dustry at the present time. The industry has 
ahead of it a large volume of work, which 
will continue for an indefinite period and 
can only be carried out if there are enough 
skilled men in the industry. To keep up 
the skilled labour force we must rely on a 
sufficient number of boys coming forward 
as apprentices. In London, particularly, 
there is a great need not only for more 
boys, but also for employers willing to take 
them as indentured apprentices. 

“The industry as a whole is co-operating 
increasingly in the recruitment of appren- 
tices; the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council is playing a stimulating 
part; and the provision for the training and 
technical education of boys has never been 
better than it is at the present time. I appeal 
most earnestly to all concerned to take full 
advantage of the opportunities available and 
play their part towards meeting this impera- 
tive need of the country and the industry 
at the present time.” 

The prizes were presented by Mr. G. C. 
Marchant, district secretary of the National 
Association of Operative Plasterers and im- 
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mediate past-chairman of the Joint Appren- 
ticeship Committee, who advised the appren- 
tices always to consult an adult on anything 
that was worrying them and never to be dis- 
heartened by failure at the outset but to go 
on and achieve their ambition. 


Other speakers were Mr. J. C. Cox, secre- 
tary and registrar of the B.A.T.C., and Mr. 
D. E. Woodbine Parish, vice-president of 
the L.M.B.A. 

Fifty-three apprentices received prizes. 
The total number of prize-winners in Lon- 
don was 90, but some of the prizes had 
already been presented at ceremonies at 
technical schools. 


Building Regulations Guide 

In the Supervisor’s Guide to the Building 
Regulations, a pocket book published by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Acci- 
dents, 52, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1 (price 
3s. post free), details are given of all the legal 
requirements for scaffolding, ladders, gang- 
ways, excavations, use of hoists and lifting 
appliances, use of vehicles, and other matters 
to which the supervisor and safety inspector 
frequently have to refer. The booklet is 
an abridged form of the Building Regula- 
tions Handbook. 








Mr. W. K. Laing addressing the 


apprentices on Friday last. Others 


(left to right) are: Messrs. Gerald 
Hill, G. C. Marchant and J. C. Cox 





Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish (extreme left) and Mr. Laing talking with the boys 


over tea at‘ 47, Bedford-square 
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WAGES OF APPRENTICES 


To THE Epitror oF The Builder 


IR,—May I, as a humble foreman who 

has spent much time on building sites, 

be permitted to join in the discussion on 
apprenticeship? 


I agree with “Apprentice Master” (Janu- 
ary 19) that the letter from “ Father of an 
Apprentice ” is both interesting and sound, 
but I cannot understand what he means by 
the Law of Diminishing Returns. He surely 
cannot be referring to the apprentice’s small] 
wage after he has paid a visit to the too} 
shop. Then “ Disturbing consequences , , , 
when the apprentice turns out to be unsatis- 
factory.” I assume he means disturbing 
consequences to the builder, but parents 
are similarly disturbed when their sons tur 
out to be failures through lack of good 
training. 


We as foremen are not unmindful of our 
responsibility in this respect, and deplore 
the use of apprentices for the near-labour- 
ing jobs. Lads to-day are better educated 
and expect that education to count for some- 
thing. They are soon. discouraged if 
expected only to fetch and carry or do the 
jobs that the skilled man shirks. 


“Apprentice Master,” in drawing attention 
to the comparison with the electrical trade, 
not only infers that two wrongs make a 
right but that the building apprentice is 
doing ali right. I cannot agree. I also 
was present when the London Association 
of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works 
discussed this subject, and would like 
briefly to summarise the points made. 


It was suggested that employers could 
set aside a small proportion of the profits 
they make from hiring their own plant 
to their building sites to create a fund to 
assist apprentices in the purchase of tools. 


An incentive so that the bright and willing 
apprentice can progress to the higher 
income group earlier, i.e., a proficient lad 
at 18 months’ training should be able to 
command the two years’ wage and, for the 
best, journeymen’s wages after three years. 


Firms with no joiners’ shop and very little 
carpenters’ work should be able to pass on 
their apprentices to other firms so that the 
lads may gain a wider experience. 


Employers, and foremen, should see that 
the apprentice is placed with a respon- 
sible person who will teach him his trade. 
Many a lad has heard only the bad side 
of the industry from an inveterate moanet. 


The Ministry of Education was not 
abselved from blame. It was early pointed 
out that girls can enter industry as pro- 
ficient shorthand - typists and command 4 
salary of £3 to £4 a week. Surely the 
value of a boy could be raised by a better 
system of training? Something on the lines. 
of the Adult Training Schemes immediately 
after the war. 


It was also felt that everyone in a build 
ing firm should go out of his way to help 
and encourage the apprentice. Schools 
should devote some time to the tradition 
of building. Visits should be arranged, not 
only to interesting sites but to historic 
buildings. The aim should be to create 
enthusiasm and pride to belong to ai 
ancient craft 

GENERAL FOREMAN. 
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WORKING RULE AGREEMENT 
London Edition Now on Sale 


[HE 1951 edition of the London Working 

Rule Agreement has now been pub- 
lished by the London Regional Joint Com- 
mittee, and copies are available from the 
Secretary of the L.M.B.A., 47, Bedford- 
square, W.C.1, price 6d, post free. A num- 
ber of additions and amendments are in- 
cluded in this year’s edition, the most 
important of which are:— 


(a) The increase in  craftsmen’s and 
labourers’ rates of +d. per hour with effect 
from February 5, and of a further 24d. with 
effect from March 5. 


(b) The increase in watchmen’s rates to 
16s. per shift in London. 


(c) The addition of the text of the new 
settlement between the National Federation 
of Building Trades’ Employers and National 
Federation of Building Trades’ Operatives 
on incentives and labour only sub-contract- 
ing. 

(d) An amendment of the rule regarding 
the discharge of carpenters. 


(e) Provision for extra payment for mason 
paviors working on granite, and also the 
provision of a tool allowance for masons. 


The text of the Working Rule Agreement 
has been revised, and rules of national appli- 
cation are now shown in upright type while 
regional variations are shown in_ italics. 
The sequence has in some cases been 
changed, and the index has heen revised 
and enlarged. 


SURREY FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS’ ASSOCIATION 


Inaugural Dinner 


THE INAUGURAL DINNER of the Surrey 
Association of Builder’s Foremen and Clerks 
of Works was attended by Mr. E. R. Bowyer, 
president, Southern Counties Region of the 
Federation of Building Trades Employers; 
Mr. L. R. Stedman, A.R.I.B.A., chairman of 
the Guildford Chapter of Architects; Mr. 
J. W. Jones, president, West Surrey Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers; Mr. 
W. R. Toogood, president, National Federa- 
tion of Clerks of Works and Building Fore- 
men’s Associations. Mr. A. G. Buck, presi- 
dent, presided and the guest of honour was 
Mr. E. R. Bowyer. 


In proposing the toast to the Association, 
Mr. Bowyer congratulated Mr. Buck on his 
dual role, that of president of both the Sur- 
rey and the London associations. He said 
that employers were pleased to see the for- 
mation of an association in Surrey and 
Promised full support. 


Mr. Buck, in reply, made the point that if 
we all could do a little more for the benefit 
of others we would be a happier nation. The 
two most important requirements in industry 
to-day were common sense and supervision. 
The vice-president, Mr. C. SHORTER, propos- 
ing a toast to the architects and the builders, 
mentioned that the builders had been called 
many things in their time but most of them 
had come up the hard way and were willing 
to give a sympathetic ear to troubles. Mr. 
STEDMAN. for the architects, said they would 
be only too anxious to help the Association. 


An appeal was made to foremen and clerks 
of works in the Surrey area to contact the 
S€crelary, Mr. R. Walker, 7, Molyneux- 
Toad, Farncombe, Surrey. 
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PRIVATE HOUSE BUILDING 
“ Meagre” Licencing Allocation 
Attacked 


SPEAKING at the annual general meeting 
of the Abbey National Building Society 
on March 2, Mr. STANLEY C. RAMSEY, 


F.R.I.B.A., deputy chairman, said that the. 


figures in the present balance sheet did not 
disclose any dramatic changes over those of 
the preceding year. 


In the provision of homes Mr. Ramsey 
said that the meagre allocation of licences 
for the building of houses for those who pre- 
ferred ownership had imposed on this section 
of the community a great deal of unneces- 
sary hardship, The failure of the Govern- 
ment in this respect had meant that the ac- 
tivities of building societies had been 
narrowed, with the result that they were 
much more concerned in the changing 
ownership of existing houses instead of help- 
ing, as they would prefer, large numbers 
towards the ownership of new houses. 


“Had the policy which directs our hous- 
ing efforts been more widely based, there 
would, in my opinion. have been a_ sub- 
stantial decline in building costs,” Mr. Ram- 
sey continued. “One of the official excuses 
is that the prices of houses built bv the 
private builder show no worth-while saving 
over those built by the local authorities 
under Government direction. 


“ 


But to effect large-scale economies there 
must be large-scale enterprise. The narrow 
scope allowed the private house-builder has 
not been sufficient for him to plan effective 
operations. Surely a wise programme would 
have allowed for some experiments of a 
sufficient magnitude to test the results. If, as 
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I confidently believe, such permitted enter- 
prise had shown a substantial saving in cost, 
then the prices of local authority houses 
would have fallen in sympathy. The rea- 
son is that it is impossible to have two 
standards of cost for the same article. This 
was clearly demonstrated by the events 
which followed the 1914-18 war. Then, as 
now, local authority houses were in the im- 
mediate post-war years even higher in pro- 
portion to the cost of living than after the 
recent war. The release of the private 
house-builder’s efforts effected. then, as they 
would to-day, a steady decrease in costs.” 


F.M.B. 


London Regional Council Report 


THE REPORT of the London Regional 
Council of the Federation of Master Build- 
ers was presented at the tenth annual gen- 
eral meeting of the region held in London 
on February 19. From it we take the fol- 
lowing points:— 


The paid membership to December 31, 
1950, at 3,719 shows a reduction over 1949 
of some thirteen members, while the re- 
ceipts from subscriptions are higher at 
£15,656 as compared with £15,482. 


During the year, representations have been 
made to various Ministers, Government De- 
partments and Public Bodies on numerous 
occasions, covering the interpretation and 
terms of contracts, reinstatement of “U” 
Licences, allocation of softwood timber for 
registered builders, the ratio of 1:4 quota for 
private house building, relaxation in de- 
velopment charges, simplification and uni- 
fication of all forms and documents covering 
the building industry including town and 
country planning, and upon many other 
matters. 


At national level there has for some time 
een in existence a Trade Union Promotion 
Committee which has been considering the 
promotion of a union to run along parallel 
lines with the existing Federation. The 
purpose of the union is to take over all in- 
dustrial matters which the Federation is at 
present called upon to administer and these 
claims are ever increasing by virtue of our 
growth. At the date of this report it has 
been decided to set up a union and while 
Members have been circulated with pre- 
liminary brief details, further information 
will undoubtedly be received from time to 
time, 


A standing committee of the Federation 
has had under consideration, throughout 
the year, the question of tendering procedure 
followed by local authorities, and represen- 
tations have been made to all such authori- 
ties within the London Region requesting 
either that contractors be given an oppor- 
tunity of being present when tenders are 
opened or, failing this, that the contractors 
tendering be notified within a few days of 
the tender figures received. All local auth- 
orities generally agreed that they were not 
prepared to follow the first suggestion. The 
replies received with regard to the second 
suggestion have been circulated to all the 
areas and the committee is continuing to 
watch the position carefully and is in touch 
with those authorities who so far are not 
prepared to co-operate. 


Aero Grades of Timber 


The Board of Trade have agreed to the 
purchase of aero grades of silver spruce and 
douglas fir reverting to private importation. 


_ 
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NORTHERN IRELAND HOUSING TRUST 


Concentration 


MPHE achievements and future programme 
of the Northern Ireland Housing 
Trust, which started from scratch in 1945, 
in building houses to let at low rentals, was 
described by Sir Lucius O'BRIEN, chair- 
man, when he addressed the Housing Centre, 
in London, on February 27. Like local 
authorities, the Trust financed its building 
programme by loans from the Government 
repayable with interest over a period of 60 
years, said Sir Lucius. | But unlike local 
authorities in England, in 1945 it had no 
land purchased before the war nor sites par- 
tially developed. It had no layouts ready 
and no technical or administrative staff. A 
staff had, therefore, to be gathered together 
and an organisation improvised. 
When the Trust started work in 1945 it 
was evident that there would be a shortage 
of building materials and skilled labour. To 
meet this an investigation of various non- 
traditional methods of construction was 
undertaken. Of these, No-Fines concrete, 
Easiform and Orlit were selected and about 
half of the houses built by the Trust had 
been in these non-traditional forms of con- 
struction. If non-traditional construction 
had not been resorted to by the Trust, very 
many fewer houses would have been com- 
pleted. In Northern Ireland no extra sub- 
sidy had been paid for non-traditional 
houses, and there was no marked difference 
in costs. - 
The Trust conceived its function to be to 
acquire, plan, finance and manage its estates 
but all construction had been done by pri- 
vate contractors. It now had its own tech- 


nical staff. 


Need for Economy 

“Perhaps the most important aspect of 
policy has been the Trust’s attitude on rents. 
Sir Lucius O’Brien continued. “ The rent- 
paying capacity in Northern Ireland is lower 
than in England and house building costs 
are higher. To meet higher costs the sub- 
sidy payable is higher than the English sub- 
sidy, being the same as the Scottish subsidy. 
To meet the low rent-paying capacity the 
Trust has constantly kept in view the urgent 
need for economy and has always planned 
with the object of letting houses at rents 
which the majority of workers could afford 
to pay. In the first years—1945, 1946—the 
typical three-bedroomed house built was of 
about 900 square feet. With the rise in 
prices which occurred during the contracts it 
became clear that a rent of 14s. per week, 
excluding rates, would have to be charged 
for them. The Trust felt that this was high. 
Further, the rise in prices was continuing. 
Accordingly, in 1947 the Trust decided to 
make substantial economies necessitating 
new house types. Arising out of the modi- 
fications the three-bedroomed house was 
reduced to about 800 square feet, with an out- 
building of 30 sq. ft. the bathroom being 
brought to the ground floor and the W.C. 
included in the same apartment. 

“ After ceasing to place further contracts 
during most of 1947 owing to the shortage 
of supplies the Trust went to contract at the 
beginning of 1948 on a number of sites for 
this new house which it was hoped would 
allow the rent to be reduced below 14s. 
Prices showed that this had been accom- 
plished but the increase in interest rates on 
January 1, 1948, from 24 per cent. to 3 per 
cent. automatically increased the rents by 





on Low Rents 


over 2s. per week and it was found that even 
the new house would have to be let at more 
than 14s. One of the most difficult decis- 
ions the Trust has had to make was whether 
to accept the price and charge a higher rent 
or to try again. To do the latter, in view 
of no contracts having been placed for many 
months so that the pipe line was emptying 
in face of the urgency for houses, involved 
a most anxious decision. The best proof 
that the Trust regarded rent as the primary 
consideration, is that no contracts were 
placed. Specifications were further pruned, 
further economies were made in roads, and 
when the Trust again went to contract in 
May, 1948, the gap had been closed and the 
14s. rent assured. In spite of the fact that 
this decision affected the number of houses 
completed two years later the Trust is satis- 
fied it was sound. So great is the import- 
ance of rents.” 


No Contribution from Rates 


Many local authorities in England were 
able to reduce rents by making a contribu- 
tion from the rates to augment the standard 
subsidies, and by increasing those of pre- 
war houses, neither of which was possible 
for the Trust. In its first three years the 
Trust consequently had to show a loss since 
it had at first no income from rents and then 
only a small one. In its fourth year it cov- 
ered all expenses of every kind and would 
continue to do so. 

The 1948 house consisted of a single 
living-room and small kitchen. It was 
found that tenants paying as high as 14s. 
desired a living-room, kitchen and parlour. 
It was found possible to meet this by 
increasing the area by 40 sq. ft. while closer 
tendering resulted in the increase in cost 
being negligible so that the 14s. rent could 
be held. The houses now being built were 
consequently of this type. 


Ss. N 













eonstruction—design 





— . 
—— 


Helicon floorsarelight, 
rigid, fireproof, sound- 
resisting and hygienic, 
and are readily adapted 
Speedy erection 


to meet all requirements. 
makes them economical. 





Many ofthefinest 

uildings in the 
country today are 
constructed of 
Helicon. Architects and engineers appreciate 
its fitness for purpose—they appreciate, too, 
the specialised advice which is so necessaryin 
this form of construction, 


For free advice on 


FERRO-CONCRETE DESIGN 
AND CONSTRUCTION 











this or on any type 
of ferro-concrete 
construction, call, 
— phone for a technical representative 
to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING ¢° E™ 


82, VICTORIA STREET , WESTMINSTER, LONDON, 

$.W.1. PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 

BIRMINGHAM, MIDDLESBROUGH, 
NEWCASTLE. 


PRE-CAST CONCRETE 
AND CAST STONE 





AGENTS : 





M-W.s0 


March 9 1951 


In its efforts to get a lower rent than 14s, 
the Trust had found it necessary to develop 
an entirely different type of dwelling which 
might be described as cottage flats. These 
consisted of four dwellings, two up and two 
down, with the appearance of a pair of semi- 
detached villas. The entrance to the flats 
on the upper storey was separate and it was 
believed that the amenities had been pre- 
served while the cost was much reduced. 
Further, the roads and the ancillary works 
outside could be almost halved where two 
dwellings took the place of one. 

In view of the recent rises in cost of 
materials and wages it would not be possible 
to let these as cheaply as had been hoped, 
But the rent would still be some shillings 
below that necessary for the house in which 
no further economies seemed feasible, so 
that if the changing values should force up 
the latter, the flats which were now being 
built would help to meet the great need for 
lower rents. The actual figure had not been 
finally fixed, but it was safe in stating that 
it would not be above 10s. 9d. for the two- 
arene and lls. 6d. for three-bedroom 

ats. 

Furthermore, most of the Trust’s large and 
medium estates contained a wide variety of 
dwellings ranging from one-, two- and three- 
bedroomed flats to four- and five-bedroomed 
houses, and old people’s houses were being 
provided at a rent of 6s. 6d. per week. 

In conclusion, Sir Lucius O’Brien said 
the Trust had in its possession, or in process 
of being acquired, 72 estates ranging in size 
from 17 to 3,000 dwellings in all parts of 
the Province. These sites provided for some 
16,000 dwellings. 23 estates were com- 
pleted and work was proceeding on 41. On 
January 31, 6,364 houses were completed, 
2,189 under construction and 1,839 more 
were under contract but not started. 


BOOKS 
DECORATIVE ART 1950-51. Edited by 
Rathbone Holme and Kathleen Frost, 
Pp. xx, 132. Illustrated. (The Studio 


Publications.) Price 25s. net. 


THIS EDITION of “The Studio” year book 
contains a special article on Building a 
House in Britain To-day, by Mr. F. R. Yer- 
bury, Hon.A.R.1.B.A., who explains the 
laws and conditions governing private 
building and makes a number of suggestions 
on the essentials of good design. Other 
pages range from descriptions of new houses 
and interiors and furniture in this and other 
countries to glassware, textiles, decorations 
and lighting. 


COLONIAL TIMBERS. By C. W. Bond. Pp. 
191. Illustrated. (Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 30s. net. 


_ SHORTAGES of many of the well-known 
timbers are forcing users to look to relatively 
unfamiliar varieties to meet their needs. In 
these circumstances the trade names often 
cause confusion as they provide no infor- 
mation on the botanical identity of a sample, 
yet a certain species may be essential for a 
particular purpose. The publication of 
“Colonial Timbers,” which gives guidance in 
the identification, by name and _ from 
sample, of 46 commercially important tim- 
bers, should therefore prove timely for archi- 
tects, builders and others interested in 
timber. 

x's Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash should 
accompany the order. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Keeping On Older Operatives 


Owing to the difficulty in obtaining skilled 
craftsmen in various trades, Liverpool City 
Council has in a number of instances de- 
cided to retain the services of men after they 
have reached the retiring age of 65. 


Private Building Licensing 


In their submission on Budget policy to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer recently, 
the Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce suggest that, before considering 
tax increases, one of the ways to encourage 
private saving would be to revise the ratio 
of building licences to permit more private 
house purchasing. The building societies 
could then, it is suggested, facilitate such 
purchases and enable savings to be accumu- 
lated out of current income. 


Cement and Concrete Association 


Training courses in the uses and working 
of concrete have been arranged by the 
Cement and Concrete Association, of 52 
Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1, between April 2 
and December 7 this year. The courses, 
which are held at the Association’s training 
centre at Wexham-place, Framewood-road, 
Fulmer, Slough, Buckinghamshire, are free, 
but a charge is made for food and accom- 
modation. Each course lasts 44 days, and 
begins at 10'a.m. on the Monday. Those 
wishing to attend are advised to apply 
without delay. 


Country House Open to the Public 


Penshurst Place, near Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent, the birthplace of Sir Philip Sidney, has 
begun the seventh century of its existence 
as an English country house. The Great 
Hall and State Rooms of the house, which 
was built in 1340, are open to visitors between 
2 and 5 p.m. on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, from March 24—October 13, 
1951, and also on Easter, Whitsun and 
August Bank Holidays. The State Rooms 
and Gardens are also open on the following 
Sundays:—April 29, May 13 and 27, June 
10 and 24, July 8 and 22, August 5 and 19, 
September 2 and 16, and October 7. 


The Thames’ “ Forgotten Tunnel ” 


In a written reply to a question in the 
House, Mr. Barnes, Minister of Transport, 
has stated that public capital amounting to 
nearly £4 million is locked up in uncom- 
pleted major trunk road schemes throughout 
Britain. Work on these projects was stopped 
during the war. Commenting on this, the 
British Road Federation state that the Minis- 
ter did not include in his list any reference 
to the now almost forgotten project of the 
Dartford Tunnel, estimated in 1930 at 
3 million, which is still costing the country 
£10,000. a year, even though work on it 
ceased in 1939, 


New Company Registrations 


The building industry was again well 
Tepresented in the number of new compan- 
les registered in 1950. According to Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., Company Registration 
Agents, 116, Chancery-lane, W.C.2, 1,031 
new building companies, or 7.8 per cent. of 
all new companies, were registered in the 
year compared with 1,106 (8.0 per cent.) in 

9. Two new building companies, Harold 
ppp and Son, Ltd. (with a capital of 
and M. J. Gleeson (Contractors) 
ee (capital £160,000) are included in-the 

t of 198 “large companies,” with initial 
capitals of £50,000 and over. 
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Decorations at U.N. Headquarters 


The Swedish Government will defray the 
costs of the major part of the Swedish-made 
decorations for the Session Hall of the 
Economic and Social Council at the United 
Nations new Manhattan headquarters. The 
decorations were designed by architect Sven 
— town planning director of Stock- 

olm. 


“ Wrencote,” Croydon 


Croydon Council’s finance committee has 
made a recommendation to the Council 
against taking part in the purchase of 
“ Wrencote,” High-street, despite the repre- 
sentations made to the Council by “The 
Friends of Wrencote” that the property 
should be acquired by the Corporation and 
properly restored. 


Wallboard Importers’ Dinner 


The forecast that the current year would 
be a momentous period for the wallboard 
trade, even more important than the busy 
year which had just ended, was made by 
Mr. A. REGINALD ALVIN, president of the 
Wallboard Importers’, Distributors’ and 
Merchants’ Association, at the Association’s 
annual dinner held at Grosvenor House, 
Park-lane, London, on February 7. He 
announced also that as from the end of 
February a full-time secretariat would be 
working on behalf of members under the 
direction of Mr. Charles D. Phillips. Among 


the principal guests was Mr. Herbert Sut-. 


cliffe, the Yorkshire cricketer. 


Building Teachers’ Conference 


The next meeting of the Building Teachers’ 


Conference will be held at the Willesden 
Technical College and School of Art, 
Denzil-road, London, N.W.10, on Saturday, 
March 10 next. In the morning Mr. T. E. 
Scott, president of the conference, will open 
a discussion on “ Training and Examinations 
for the Rank and File,” and Mr. Harvey G. 
Frost, F.I.O.B., and an operatives repre- 
sentative will also speak at the discussion. 
In the afternoon Mr. Nigel Hannen is to 
speak on “ The Functions of the Various De- 
partments and Personnel of a Building Firm,” 
which will be followed by questions and dis- 
cussion. The conference will be concluded 
by a visit to the new premises in course of 
erection. 
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Census of Production 

The Board of Trade Journal, published on 
February 17, contains Census of Production 
Report No. 126 on the Constructional 
Engineering Trade. 


Surveyors’ Summer Meeting 


The summer meeting of the Royal Insti- 
tution of Chartered Surveyors will be held 
in London this year from July 4 to 6. The 
premises of the Institution at 12, Great 
George-street, S.W.1, will be used as a head- 
quarters during the meeting. 


Pope’s Oak to be Preserved 


The oak tree in West Grinstead Park, near 
Horsham, Sussex, under which Alexander 
Pope is said to have written “ Rape of the 
Lock,” has been made the subject of a tree 
preservation order by Mr. Hugh Dalton, 
Minister of Local Government and Planning. 


F.M.B. Golfing Society 


The Spring Meeting of this Society is to 
be held at Moor Park Golf Club on Wed- 
nesday, April 4. Particulars from the Hon. 
Secretary, W. E. Sigley, 89, Ebury Bridge- 
road, S.W.1. 


New Exhibition Halls in London 


The Army and Navy Stores are to convert 
part of their Victoria-street building into 
exhibition halls. The new halls, comprising 
nearly 10,000 superficial feet, with nearly 
6,000 superficial feet adjoining, are expected 
to be completed by the end of March. Mr. 
Misha Black has been appointed to direct 
the conversion of the rooms. 


Bracknell New Town Appointment 

Sir Royden Dash, D.F.C., F.S.L, F.A.L, 
formerly chief valuer to the Board of Inland 
Revenue, has been appointed vice-chairman 
of Bracknell Development Corporation by 
Mr. Hugh Dalton, Minister “of Local 
Government and Planning. 


Prize Essay Competitions, 1951 

The Council of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute have announced particulars of the prize 
essay competitions for 1951. Two prizes 
are offered: the John Edward Worth Prize 
of £40 for an essay on “ The planning of old 
people’s dwellings and the provision of com- 
munal facilities and services in connection 
therewith,” and the John S. Owens Prize of 
£15 for an essay on “the ventilation of 
dwellings and its effect upon human health.” 
Intending competitors should apply to the 
Institute, at 90, Buckingham Palace-road, 
London, S.W.1, for the general conditions. 
Entries must be submitted by December 31 
next. 


Kent School Building Programme 
Defending the Kent Education Committee 
against criticism by County Councillor Lt.- 
Col. C. S. F. Witts that £26,209 of public 
money has been “ poured down the drain” 
in fees paid to private architects, quantity 
surveyors and consulting engineers for Kent 
school projects now abandoned, the chair- 
man, Mr. W. C. Redman, has pointed out 
that it is essential for the committee to plan 
ahead. It takes nearly 18 months for the 
planning stage of a new school, and unless 
the planning is well in hand it would be 
futile to put projects to the Ministry for 
inclusion in the following year’s programme. 
Very few projects have actually been 
abandoned, says Mr. Redman, although 
£4,487 was lost when the Erith-Belmont 
county primary school was abandoned 
because the estimated cost was too high. 
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Joinery at the Festival 


A number of items of joinery, made in 
accordance with EJMA standard specifica- 
tions, will be on view at the Festival of 
Britain. On the South Bank site, in the 
Homes and Gardens section, one corner 
will be fitted up as part of a modern kitchen, 
with EJMA standard kitchen units, and other 
units will be shown in the Royal Pavilion. 


Operation of Lifts During Power Cuts 


The council of the National Association of 
Lift Makers advises lift owners that the only 
way of preventing damage to lift equipment 
during periods of reduced voltage is to dis- 
connect the -lift from the electricity supply 
by opening the main switch or circuit- 
breaker. The lift should not be reconnected 
until the supply voltage rises above the 
statutory minimum. 


Architect for Stevenage New Town 


Stevenage Development Corporation invite 
applications for the post of Assistant Chief 
Architect in the Department of Architecture 
and Planning. Salary £1,000-£1,200 per 
annum. Details advertised elsewhere in 
this issue. 


Council Rents Raised 


Winsford (Cheshire) council has decided to 
raise the rents of 885 of its council houses 
by 15 per cent. as from April 1. Increases 
range from 10d. to Is. 11d. If the rents 
were not increased, the housing fund would 
show an annual deficit of £4,000. 


Cromwell House Listed 


Cromwell House, granted to the Cromwell 
family at the Dissolution and said to be the 
birthplace of Oliver Cromwell, is one. of 
some 120 buildings in Huntingdon Muni- 
cipal Borough listed by the Minister of 
Local Government and Planning as of 
architectural or historical interest. 


Wage Rates Since 1914 


A wages chart showing wages in the 
building industry for each year since 1914 
has been prepared by E. A. Roome and Co., 
Ltd., building contractors, of Crown Works, 
7, Urswick-road, Hackney, E.9, who will be 
pleased to send a copy of the chart to any 
—" or surveyor who applies to them 
or it. 


Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 


The second annual report by the Board 
of Trade on the working of the Monopolies 
and Restrictive Practices (Inquiry and Con- 
trol) Act, 1948 (Stationery Office, price 6d.), 
covers the year 1950 and contains a survey 
of the suggestions and requests made to the 
Board of Trade for the reference of sub- 
jects to the Monopolies Commission. The 
Commission’s reports (not to be confused 
with the B.o.T.’s) deal with the subjects 
referred to them and appear as and when 
investigations are completed. Their report 
on the supply of cast-iron rainwater goods 
will be published in a few weeks’ time. 


Institution’s Annual Ladies’ Night 


The Provident Institution of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works are holding 
their annual ladies’ night dinner and dance 
at the Café Royal, on Saturday, March 10. 
Their chairman this year is Percy Bilton, 
Esq., and among those expected to be pre- 
sent are Sir Thomas P. Bennett and Sir 
George Mowlem Burt. 
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This skip is used in conjunction with the 


“ Carry-Boom” which the Ministry of 

Works Field Test Unit has employed in 

successful experiments in transporting 

concrete from the mixer to the foundations 

of ahouse. The skip is now being manu- 

factured by Fredk. Parker, Ltd., of 
Leicester 


TRADE NEWS 


Royal Visit to Metal Works 


On Wednesday, February 28, H.R.H. the 
Duchess of Kent visited the Greenwich 
metal works of G. A. Harvey and Co. 
(London), Ltd., where she expressed keen 
interest in the industrial conditions and the 
welfare of the workers. 


New Zealand Seeks House Tenders 


The Housing Division of the Department 
of Works, New Zealand, invite tenders by 
June 30 for the design, supply and erection 
of 1,000 prefabricated houses and out- 
buildings. Preference will be given to con- 
tractors who are able to supply the whole 
or substantial portion of the labour force 
required. Details from the High Commis- 
sioner for New Zealand, 415, Strand, W.C.2. 
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Builder’s Diamond Jubilee 

George Brittain and Sons, Ltd., builders 
and contractors, of Lambeth, recently cele. 
brated their diamond jubilee by giving a 
dinner to all members of the firm. 


Solid Cistern Floats 

The Solid Cistern Float of expanded 
ebonite which has been developed by the 
Expanded Rubber Co., Ltd., 115, Gower- 
street, W.C.1, is claimed to be permanently 
buoyant and immune from the influences 
which limit the life of hollow metal floats, 
The Ozanote float, as it is called, has been 
designed for use in cold water tanks only, 
and is made in spherical, rectangular and 
disc form. 


South African Representative 

Mr. A. H. Bingley has been appointed fac- 
tory representative of J. H. Fenner and Co, 
Ltd., in the Union of South Africa as from 
March 1. He will advise on mechanical 
power transmission from the address of 
the agents of J. H. Fenner and Co., Ltd, 
who are Reunert and Lenz, Ltd., P.O. Box 
92, 86, Main-street, Johannesburg.  Tel.: 
33-5201. 


Stud Welding 

A demonstration of stud welding was re- 
cently given by Crompton Parkinson, Ltd, 
Crompton House, Aldwych, W.C.2, using 
the Nelson System of stud welding. This 
system involves the use of a “ gun ” weighing 
five pounds which hoids the stud in a chuck 
and, when energised, automatically strikes an 
arc between the end of the stud and the base 
metal. This produces a molten pool and 
raises the end of the stud to melting point. 
The gun then extinguishes the arc and drives 
the stud into the pool to form a weld. The 
welding operation is effected under the auto- 
matic control of a timing unit, which, with 
the gun, forms the necessary equipment 
operating off standard electric- or gas-driven 
DC welding generators. The larger-sized 
studs are fluxed with a powder which is held 
in a recess machined in the end of the stud 
and sealed off by a capping. This, it is 
claimed, ensures that there is no deteriora- 
tion from atmospheric contamination during 
storage. It is claimed that welded studs can 
be used quite extensively in building con- 
struction for such purposes as fixing corru- 
gated roofing, sound and heat insulation, 
pipes and cables, etc. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Hardwood from Japan 


The purchase of a further quantity of 
hardwood from Japan is authorised between 
now and June 30. Firms wishing to procure 
some of this material should apply to the 
Board of Trade, Timber Control Depatt- 
ment III/8, Room 346, Lacon House, Theo- 
balds-road, W.C.1, not later than March 15, 
giving information on the species required; 
whether logs or graded lumber; the quantity 
(cu. ft.); estimated f.o.b. cost (per cu. ft.); 
and a total f.o.b. value of quantity for 
which application is made. 


Prohibition of Copper and Zinc Goods 


On February 21, the Board of Trade and 
Ministry of Supply announced that from 
‘March 1, 1951, the production of various 
goods made from copper and zinc and their 
alloys would be prohibited. Arrangements 
shave now been made for certain exemp- 
tions from this prohibition—particularly for 
goods for export. The two Orders giving 
Statutory effect to the prohibitions ar 


$.1.275 of 1951 and $.1.277 of 1951. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—_New department for the Hanover-st. 
rimary school. Est. cost, £49,000. Architect is 
Mr. Alexander B. Gardner, F.R.I.B.A., Municipal 
Offices, Broad-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 
rege. Warraet granted at Dean of Guild 
Court to Crawford, Ltd., 70, Princes-st., for 
ees and additions to their premises at 15, 
South Castle-st. at a cost of £8,800.—Warrant 
granted the National Coal Board, Scott.sh Division, 
for the installation of additional pithead baths at 
Gimerton Colliery at a cost of £5,050. 
Edinburgh.—Sir Frank Mears is the architect for 
a church to be erected for the Second Church of 
Christ Scientist at 26, 28 and 30, Young-st.-la. and 
al ¥ au .1, Loung-st., ur. Charlotte-sq., for which 
warrant has been granted. It will cost £25,000. 
Glasgow.—New buildings, alterations and addi- 


tions at Sauchiehall-st. for the Glasgow Photo 
Playhouse, Ltd., for wh:ch_the architects are 
Messrs. Lennox ‘k Paterson, F.R.I.B.A., 147, West 


Regent-st., Giasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow. ‘—New primary school to be erected at 
site No. 8 at the Barmulloch housing district, for 
which i architect is Mr. James W. Manson, 
A.R.ILB.A. (Messrs. James hi & Manson), 
Biythswood- sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Reconstruction of. the premises at 
James-st., Bridgeton Cross, for Messrs. Brownlie, 
Scandrett & Graham, Ltd. Architect is Mr. James 
Thomson King, A.R.LB.A., 55, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2 

Glasgow, —Nursery school at Westercraigs, for 
which the architect ‘is Mr. John acNab, 
F.R.LB.A., 129, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in the hands of their own 
staff of architects, 137, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2, for a scheme of houses to be erected at 
Yorkmile-rd. and Duntreath-ave. by John Lawrence 
(Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, W. 

Glasgow.—R construction with additions of the 
Parish Church of Scotland and halls at the Drun- 
chapel and Garscadden-rds., for which the archi- 
tects are Messrs. Launcelot H. Ross & Partners, 
F.R.1.B.A., 79, West Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2 

Kilmarnock—Scheme of shops, etc., estimated to 
cost £26,000, to be erected at Shortness, Central-ave. 
Architect is Mr. N. S. Sutherland, F.I.A.A. & S., 
Municipal Offices, The Cross, Kilmarnock. 

Lesmahagow.—P’ ans in hand for the second Bank- 
head development, consisting of 62 houses, for 
which the architect is Mr. Samuel MacColl, 
A.R.ILB.A., County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. ‘Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to thaws person from whom particulars may 


be obtained 
BUILDING 
. MARCH 12. 
+Mitcham T.C.—59 maisonettes and flats and 32 
houses, Ravensbury housing om. Ravensbury-gr. 


.E. & S. Tenders by April 4 

’ MARCH 14. 

tCoventry T.C.—First instalment of Secondary 
Boys’ School, Caludon Castle estate. E. E. 
Gibson, City Architect & Planning Officer, la, 
Warwick-row. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tEast Ham C6,B.—7 shops, 7 flats and 7 maison- 
ettes at peshiny- rd.,. contract No. 42. Chief 
Housing Officer, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


*tSouthampton Hy B.—Branch library at Maybush. 

ped Fo Civic Centre. Dep. £2. ‘Tenders by 

tTynemouth T.C.—54 houses 

D. M. O’Herlihy, Boro’ S., 16, Northumberland-sq., 

North Shields. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 20 
MARCH 15, 

*tPlymouth T.C.—Erection of Infants’ School at 


in one contract. 


St. gon na + Soissons, A.R.A., Partners, 
and I Ps 
Corporat sq., Plymouth. Dep. £3 3s., payable to 
MARCH 16. 


*King’s Lynn T.C.—Six pairs of houses at North 
Lynn estate. F. R. Barton, F.I.A.S., quantity sur- 
ei 23, New Conduit-st., King’s Lynn. — Dep. 


rowbridge U.D.C.—Four shops and flats at 
Pt ney Studley Green. § g 
Flore, 18, Brook- st., Bath. + ge My we 
MARCH 17. 
Natio (Berks) R.D.C.—18 dwellings at Blossom- 
eale. H. A. Champ. Clerk, ae Hall-chbrs., 
Reading. Dep. £2 


*Failswo il 
may, grerth — ar pS at Broad- 
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*Failsworth U.D.C.—12 houses at Bardsley —_ 
estate, Lord-la. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 

Neath (Glam) T.C.—5O houses at Cimla Noe 2 
site. Boro’ E.. Gwyn Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

Stanley (Yorks) U.D.C.—26 houses at Coach-rd. 
(extension) s.te. J. Hustwit, EK. & S., Council 
Offices, Coach: rd., Outwood. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 19. 
Barnoldswick U.D, ~ —13 pairs of houses at Park 


Hill estate. E. & S., 32, Church-st., Barnoldswick. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Ealing 1.C.—Public conveniences at Haven 
Green. B.E. & S. Dep. 


Great Yarmouth c. 'B.—Adaptations and altera- 
tions to the old peop'e’s homes, “ Hollies” and 
we 4 Cottage,” Addison-rd., Gorleston. B.E., Town 


at Millbrook 
Dep. £1 1s. Tenders 


*tWelsh Regional Hospital Board.—Three high 
and low grade blocks at Hensol Castle Mental 
Deficiency Institution, Pontyclun, Glam. Secretary 
to the Board, —— of Peace and Health, Cathays 
Park, Card:ff 


*tSouthampton C.B.—Four houses 
estate. B.E., Civic Centre. 
by April 16. 


MARCH 20. 
*tipswich C.B.—24 flats at Ulster-ave., 


j Whitton 
White House state. B.S., 19, Tower-st. Dep. 
£3 3s. Tenders by April 19. 

*West Riding Standing Joint Committee,— 


Erection of police houses and offices on various 
sites. County A., ‘ Bishopgarth,” Westfield-rd., 
Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tWest Sussex C. c.—Canteen kitchen and dining- 
room, High School for Gir's, Horsham. County A., 
Chichester. Tenders by March 31. 


MARCH 21. 

*tBucks Standing Joint Committee and C.C,— 
{) 11_ houses at Aylesbury, (b) 3 at Wolverton, (c) 
2 at High Wycombe, and (d) 1 at Farnham Royal 
for police and fire personnel. County A., County 
Offices, Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

Tenders by April 13. 
Church-la., 


*tWatford R.D.C.Six houses at 


Sarratt. C., Counci! Offices, Wynyard House, 
Langley-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 
‘ MARCH 22. 
*Reigate T.C.—18 houses at Woodhatch estate. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 23, 


*tBeds Standing Joint Committee. Gene houses 
at various sites. County A., Shire Hall 
South Cambridgeshire R.D.C.—26 dwellings at 


that 








The ONLY Stripper 


HAS GONE THROUGH 


30/40* Coats of Paint 
with ONE APPLICATION 


We shall be pleased to 
send you proof of this. 





SAFE 


SURE 
SAVES 


Guaranteed Neutral 
Harmless. 


and 


200 years’ accumulations have 
been stripped. 


its cost in time saved. 




















PIN 
THIS 


to Trade Card or Bill Head for 
details and nearest Stockists. 
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QUICKSTRYP CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
(B DEPT.), 
57, Kingsland High al London, E.8 
Telephone: Clissold 5307 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES INVITED 
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Sawston site; 11 pairs of houses and one block of 


four bungalows; three pairs of houses and one 
block of four bungalows. Arch:tect, County Hall, 
Hobson-st., Cambridge. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 24. 

*Stepney B.C.—War damage repairs to various 
properties. Chief Technical Officer for War 
Damage, 191-193, Commercial-rd., E.l1. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 26, _ 
Lowestoft B.C.—Erection of additional eames 


at Sec. Grammar Sch., Yarmouth-rd. Boro’ 
Dep. £2 2s. 
het 3 Mi See —24 houses and 8 flats at Barons- 
rd. B.E. , Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 27. 


*Ealing 1T.C.—Assembling two standard pre- 
fabricated timber huts and fitting out as sports 
pavilions at Ravenor Park and _ Horsenden-la. 
recreation grounds, Greenford. C. W. Seddon, B.E. 
& S. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 238. 


*Goole T.C.—64 houses and bungalows at 3 sites. 

B.S., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 29. 

*Nottingham T.C.—Sludge + pumphouses 
at Stoke Bardolph. City E. & S. £2. 

*Salford T.C.—Alterations and additions to Public 
Library, King-st. City E., Town Hali. Dep. £2 2s. 

*York T.C.—Alterations and renovations to house 
block at The Grange, Huntingden-rd. City E. & S. 


Dep. £1. 
MARCH 30. _ 
*Oldbury Boro’.—72 dwellings, Titford estate, off 
Wh:teheath-rd. T. Dunkley Hogg, 1, Church-st. 


Dep. £2 2s 
MARCH 31. 

*Bournemouth C,B.—12 houses at Kinson House 
site, Wimborne-rd. Boro’ A. (Room 98). Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—14 houses at Kinson House 
site, Wimborne-rd. Boro’ A. (Room 98). Dep. 
£2 2 

Cemaes (Pemb) R.D.C,—17 houses in pairs and 
other works at St. Dogmaele (No. 2) site. Howard 
Williams & ore Graystones, Priory-st., 
Cardigan. Dep. 

Dougias (1. Mm) 4 Ps —162 houses in _— ene in 
varying numbers. E. & S., Town Hall, Douglas. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Huntingdon C.C.—New County 5 eg pe Schoo! at 
Stanground, nr. Peterborough. S. J. Hands, County 
A., Huntingdon. Dep. £2 

APRIL 2. 

*Croydon C.B.—Additions, etc., Old People’s 
Home, 17, Sylvan-rd., Upper Norwood. B.E. 

“Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Erection of crematorium. 

.E. & S. Dep. £2. 

walters R.D.C.—30 houses with incidental works 
at Toms-la., Bedmond, Abbots we C., Council 
Offices, Wynyard House. Dep. 

APRIL 3, 

*Brighton C.B.—25 dwellings, section 3F, and 37 
dwellings, section 31, at Parkside extension, 
Coldean. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 4. 

*Canterbury T,.C.—90 we at London-rd. site. 
L. Hugh Wi:son, City A., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—Demoli- 
tion of 44 and 45, St. Thomas-st. B.E., 6, Pulteney- 
bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Widnes T.C.—76 dwellings at Crow Wood estate. 
H. i ‘haat (A.), Boro’ A., Brendan House. 


Dep. £2 
APRIL 5. ’ : 
*Berks C.C.—Re-roofing and partial] reconstruction 
of Institute of Further Education, Maidenhead. 


County - Wilton House, Parkside-rd., Reading. 
Dep. £2 
APRIL 6. ‘ 
Padiham U.D.C,—16 bungalows on St. Giles’-st. 
estate. W. R. C. Houston, S. & E., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 11. 
*§t. Helens C.B.—Six shops w:th eight maisonettes 
over at Bassenthwaite-ave., Moss Bank. B.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


*St. Helens C.B.—86 houses and 16 flats at East 


Lanes-rd., estate, Carr a contract No. 1973. B.E., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 
NO DATE. 


*Robin Hood Housing Association, Ltd.—13 houses 
at Blackstone Edge-rd. site. A. W. Berry, Adviser 
to the Association, c/o Fothergill & Harvey, Ltd., 
Littleborough, Lancs. 

*Shrewsbury T.C.—Sma‘l open-a:r paddling and 
swimming pool. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stourport-on-Severn U.D.C.—35 houses at Wa‘shes 
Farm estate. Godwin, Clist & Greenway or 
architects, Bank-bldgs., Kidderminster. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 14. 
*tBristol T.C.—Heating and hot water and gas 


supply installation at Hen’eaze Primary Junior 
School, Park-gr. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Weymouth and Melcombe Regis—B.E. & S. 


(Mater:a!s.) 


*Harrow U.D.C.— 
at 3 s:tes. 
Dep. £2. 


MARCH 15. — 
External painting of 563 houses 
S., Council Offices, Stanmore. 
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MARCH 16. 

*tCardiganshire C.C.—Heating and hot water 
installation at County Offices. County Architect, 
Aberayron. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 21. ; 

Hemel Hempstead B.C,—B.E. (Materials.) 

MARCH 23. 
Bedworth U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 24. 
Brierfield U.D,C.—S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 27. 

*Hertford T.C.—External painting of 72 houses at 
Camps Hill estate and 50 prefabs. at Horns Mill. 
Housing Manager, 57, St. Andrew-st. 

*Kingston-upon- Thames 1T,C. — Internal 
external redecoration of 50 houses and flats. 
Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 28. 

*Feltham U.D.C.—Electric light installation in 181 

House, 


and 
BS., 


pre-war dwellings. E. se Lynton 
Hanworth-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 31. 

Maesteg U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
MARCH 29. 

Tynemouth C.B,—Construction of roads and 


sewers for the eastern development of the Marden 


Ne:ghbourhood Unit. Mr. D. M. O’Herlihy, 
B.Sc.(E ng.), M.I.C.E., Boro’ S., 16, Northumberland: 
sq., North Shields. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 30. 


Ogwen R.D.C,—Tregarth sewerage and sewage 


disposal. Mr. A. H. S. Waters, M.I.C.E., 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 
APRIL 3. 


Coalville U.D.C.—Construction of r.c. service 
reservoir of 2,000,000 galls. capacity at paw Rock, 


Whitwich. Mr. R. H. Smith, M.I.Mun.E., A.I.W.E. 
council’s water engineer. Dep. £2 2s. 
Manchester 1,C€.—Construction of roads and 


sewers on Blackley Neighbourhood Unit, Chapel-la. 


estate. City Surveyor’s Office, Design and Con- 
struction Section, Town Hail, Manchester, 2. Dep 
£2 2s. 


APRIL 4. ’ 

Forehoe and Henstead R.D.C.—Hingham sewerage 
and sewage disposal scheme. Elliott & Brown, con- 
sultant engineers, Staniey House, Pelham-rd., 
Nottingham. Dep. £3 Ss. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Borough.—ExtTension.—Jacobs, Young & West- 
bury, Ltd., propose to extend their factory, Borough 
High- st., S.E.1. Architect, J. a — Simpson, 
F.R.1LB.A. , 344, Bedford-row, W.C 

City. ReBuILDING. —A licence for. £646, 000 has been 
issued for further rebuilding of Plantation House, 
Mincing-la., E.C.3. Architects, A. W. Moore & Son, 
FF.R.L.B. a Ceylon House, Eastcheap, E.C.3. 

City. ReBuwpinG. —Planning approval has been 
given to new premises, 152-154, Minories and 68-72, 
Vine-st., E.C. aes Nightingale & Ambrose, 
27, John Adam- St., 

Croydon.—Orrice. ~ hood —T.P. permission has 
granted to the Medico-Biological Laboratories, Ltd., 
for the erection of an office block at their premises 
at 9, Cargreen-rd., South Norwood. Architects are 
Ernest Bates and Wm. G. Sinning, F.&A.R.1.B.A., 
Rolls-chbrs., 89, Chancery-la., W.C.2 

Hackney.—ExTension.—B.E.A. are to extend Mills- 
field-rd. generating station. Consulting engineers, 
L. G. Mouchel & Partners, 36, Victoria-st., S.W.1 

Kensington.—Hovssz, MAISONETTES AND Aya 
Housing and T.P. comm. have approved plans pre- 
gerne by Borough Engineer for the erection of one 

nouse, Six maisonettes and six flats on the sites of 
Nos. 11-17 (odd) and Nos. 28-32 (even), 
rd. Est. cost_ £24,485. — 

Lambeth.—F Lats.—Guinness Trust is to build large 
multi-storey flats in “eye S.W. Plans 
by Edward Armstrong, F.R.1.B.A., 19, Manchester- 
sq., W. 

ee —Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall, 
F.&A.R.I.B.A., 2, Hyde Park-pl., W.2, are the 
architects - a new county secondary school at 
Tulse Hill for the L.C.C. 

Lewisham.—Sports Pavition.—L.C.C. have granted 
application of Tomei & Maxwell, architects, 24, 
Dean-st., W.1, for the erection of sports pavilion at 
the Forest Hi! Bowling Club, Wynel:-rd. 

se — Fats. — Farquharson & McMorran, 
FF.R.I.B.A., 14, North Audley-st., W.1, are the 
ie for approximately 100 flats and maison- 
ettes in the Abbot-rd. area. 

St. John’s Wood.—Extension.—County of London 
Yeomanry are to extend their drill hall and gar- 
age in Allitsen-rd., N.W. merger £ Douglass 
Mathews & Partners, 3, Ebury-st., S. s.W. 

Shoreditoh.—ResulLpINc.—Land ag ” Property 
Trust, Ltd., are to rebuild 89, Worship-st. Archi- 
tect, J. E. Dalling, L.R.I. B.A., 48, Cannon-st., E.C.4 

Wandsworth.—Hov SES. H.C. propose to acquire 
and develop for housing purposes Nos. 26-36, Dane- 


Wornington- 


mere-st. Boro.’ A. proposes terrace of four houses 
on this site. 

Westminster.—ResvlILDING. —Rebuilding of shop 
and offices at Nos. 55-56, St. Martin’s-la. Architect, 


J. Newton-Smith, 34, Bloomsbury- -way, W.C.1. 
Wood Green.—F.ats. —Works, plans and parks 
comm. have passed a plan submitted by J. 


THE BUILDER 


Pilgrim & Sons, builders, 18, Alexandra-gr., N.12, 
for "ie erection of six flats on the site of 200/204, 
Victoria-rd. 

Wood Green.—F.iats.—Housing comm. have 
approved sketch plans submitted by the Borough 
Engineer for the erection of 18 fiats on a site within 
the borough. 

Woolwich.—Resvui_DInG.—Funds being raised for 
rebuilding All Saints’ Church, Shooters-hill, S.E. 
— T. F. Ford, F.R.LB.A., 189, Victoria-st.. 
S.W.1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alcester.—_R.D.C. approved housing scheme at 
Sludley. Architects, F. B. Andrews & Son, 9%, 
Colmore-row, Birmingham. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. approved plans _ for 
alterations to British Rolla Inn, etc., for Gartside 
Brewery, Ltd.; office block, off Richmond-st., for 
National Gas & Oil Engine Co., Ltd.—B.C. pro- 
pose additional offices at Town ‘Hall-chbrs, ; also 
96 houses at Taunton estate. 

Barnsley.—E.C. appointed Dyson, Cawthorne & 
Coles, 25, Regent-st., Barnsley, as architects for 
adaptation ot premises at Eastgate, for Mining and 
Technical College. 

Blackburn.—R.D.C. propose 22 houses at Mellor 
site. Surveyor, W. Johnston. 

Bootle.—B.C. poner improvements to Balliol- 
rd. baths, at £21,950. 

Brandon.—U.D.C. has received approval to plans 
for 48 houses. Plans by the surveyor. 

Brighouse.—B.C. approved plans for extensions to 
Cornaro Works, Hove Edge, for Gunson & Co., and 
extensions to Rastrick Grammar Sch., for 
Governors. 

British Raibways.—Rai!way Executive are to carry 
out improvements to stations serving Festival of 
Britain centres or dealing with overseas visitors. 
Work to be undertaken varies at each station but 
generally includes repainting and, in some cases, 
improvements to roofing, platform surfaces and 
station signs. Among stations to receive special 
attention are:— 

London (Broad-st., Charing Cross, Euston, Pad- 
dington, St. Pancras, Victoria, Waterloo, Hamp- 
stead Heath: also Battersea Park and Queen’s-rd., 
Battersea, which serve the Fest:val Pleasure 
Gardens), Bath Spa, Birmingham (Snow Hill), 
Bletchley (junction on Oxford-Cambridge route), 
Cambridge, Cardiff (General and Clarence-rd.), 
Liverpool (Lime-st.), Norwich (Thorpe), Oxford. 

P!ymouth (North-rd.), Stratford-on-Avon, Swansea 
(High-st.), Worcester (Shrub Hil), Sheffield. York, 
Edinburgh (Waverley), Glasgow (Central), Dundee 
(Tay Bridge and West), Aberdeen, Perth, Inverness, 
Dumfries. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. approved layout for 42 
houses at Cofton site—To submit to "M.H. scheme 
for conversion of Tanyard-la. Hostel, Alvechurch. 
Architect, H. W. T. Gough. 

Cardiff.—Extension of warehouse, Hills-ter., for 
Richard Lunt, Ltd. Architects, Henry Teather & 
C. F. Jones, 67, Queen-st. 

Chapel-en-ie-Frith.R.D.C. propose 25 houses at 
Bamford. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. 
ley-av. and Brockwell-la. 


approved site between Hawks- 
for new offices for 











ROOFING 
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ihentiont Generals Dept. of Post Office Savings 
a 


Coventry.—T.C. approved erection of wholesalg 
fruit and vegetable market, at £306,000. City A, 
Donald E. E. Gibson. 

Durham.—C.C. has appointed G. P. Stainsby, 57, 
High-st., Stockton, as architect — quantity sur. 
veyor for a proposed infs’ sch. at West View, 
Hartlepool.—County A., Court-la., Durham, has pre 
pared plans for proposed prim. sch. at High 
Usworth.—C.C. has informed M.H. that during 
1951-52 it is proposed to commence work on amby. 
lance depots at Chester-le-Street, Washington and 
New Herrington, to cost over £8,000 each, ambu- 
lance depot at Crook, to cost £7,500, and similar 
premises at Stockton, to cost £11,000.—C.C. to pur 
chase site at Seaham for proposed hostel.—A pro. 
posed hostel at Winlaton, for C.C., is estimated 
to cost nearly £38,000. 


Exeter—Joseph Rank, Ltd., propose to build q 


large warehouse, Topsham Wharf. Architects, 

Gelder & Kitchen, 120, Alfred Gelder-st., Hull. 
Felling-on-Tyne.—E. M. Lawson, Barras- bldgs., 

Barras Bridge, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, has pre 


pared plans for. a tile-making factory. 
Gateshead.—Ed. Com. is to bu.ld a prim. sch. and 
a sec. sch. on sites near Team Valley Trading 
Estate. Boro’ A., H. J. Cook, Town Hal:. 

Herts.—C.C. has appointed Thomas Barrett, Song 
& Partners, 50, Pall Mall, S.W.1, as quantity sur. 
veyors for 50 police houses. 


Houghton-Le-Spring.—U.D.C. Surveyor (W. H. 
Smith) has prepared plans for a further 74 houses 
on various sites. 

tlkeston.—Stanton Ironworks Co., Ltd., to erect 


<irk Hallam estate. 

Lanes.—C.C. propose div. police H.Q. at Jowetts. 

gnds., adjoining Jowett-walk, Ashton-under-Lyne. 
&. Noel Hill, Cty. A. 

Leigh.—T.C. propose new bus stn. in town centre, 

Rugby.—R.D.C. seek M.H. sanction to erect 3 
houses at Wolston. 

Smethwick.—Erection of Halfords-la. Jnr. Sch, 
for E.C. Architects, G. Randle & Son, Lloyds 
Bank-chbrs., 116, Higdh-st., Smethwick. 

Southampton.—B.C. instructed E. Berry Webber, 
A.R.I.B.A., 39, Gordon-sq., W.C.1, to complete 
plans for war-damage repairs, etc., Jaw courts and 
offices. 

Southsea.—New hall, Stafford-rd., for Congrega- 
tiona: Church. Plans by Weston, Burnett & Thorne, 
44, Westwood-rd., Southampton. 

South Shields.—Housing Com. has approved plans 
by Boro’ E. (John. Reid) for 3% flats, Farding-sq. 

Stalybridge.—B.C. approved amended layout for 


300 houses at 


erection of three * Beek of flats (120 units) at 
Stamford Park estate. Architects, Howard & 
Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester. 


Sunderland.—Fire station, costing about £37,000, 
is to be erected by T.C. on Thorney-cl. estate. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.—Repairs and re-equipment, 
Sutton-in-Ashfield Hospital. Architects, Vallance & 
Westwick, White Hart-st., Mansfield. 

Swansea.—Showrooms and offices, 
and College-st.. for Montague Burton, Ltd., Hud- 
son-rd. Mills, Leeds, Chief architect, N, Martin, 
A.R.I.B.A. 

Swansea.—New, shops and offices, High-st., for 
Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd. Plans by C. St. Clair 
Oakes, A.R.I.B.A., Station-st., Nottingham. 

Tynemouth.—T. B. Bilton & Sons, Ltd., brass- 
founders, etc., Bell-st., North Shields, are consider- 
ing ee of factory premises, Walker-pl., North 

lields 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved plans for locomotive 
shed, entrance Jodge and alterations to A.O.l 
buildings at ae ag Trafford Park, for 
Turners Asbestos Co., Lte 

cl rgage Door 3 Independent Metho- 
dist Church propose early erection of a new church. 

West Bromwich.—Birmingham Reg. Hospital 
Brd. propose maternity unit at Hallam Hospital, 
at £25,000. Architect to Brd., D, A. Goldfinch, 10, 
Augustus-rd., Birmingham. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. approved development of 


etc., Castle-st. 


Greaves Hall, Banks, as_ a mental colony, for 
Liverpool Reg. Hospital Brd. Architect to Brd., 
T. N. Mitchell, Alder Hey Hospital, Liverpool. 


Workington.—B.C. approved :—Layout of Laverock 
Hall estate, for J. Leslie & Son, Coach-rd., White 
haven. Architect, J. S. Stout, 3%, Lowther-t., 
Whitehaven; new nurses’ home off Mason-st., for 
Reg. Hospital Brd. Architect, Jonathan Saul, 
National Provincial Bank-chbrs., John-st., Work- 
ington 

Worksop. —R.D.C. propose 24 houses at Harworth. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart: 
ments. 

Acton,—Shops and offices, 140-152, Uxbr: dge-rd. 
W.3, for Fordhook Property Investment Co., “Ltd. 
*Tersons, Ltd., 1, Seward-s . id 

Atherton.—Six shops nie ‘five flats at Hag Fo 


estate, for U.D.C.: *Andertons (Bolton), Ltd., 
Whart-rd., Bolton, £14,298. for 

Bingham. —Six ‘houses at Aslockton site, 10 
R.D.C. : Somerfie ld & Sons, £7.904 ' 

ae og —340 ‘ Wates”’ ‘houses, for T.C., @ 
Kitwell Farm estate and at Jiggins-!a. (third iow 
ing contract): *Wates, Ltd., Norbury, §. 
£374,504 
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Bishop Auckland.—New Savings Bank at Bishop 
Auckland. Architects, Marshall & es Grainger 
House, Blackeit-st., Newcastle: *G azenby & 
Sons, Ferrylill, Durham. 

Blackburn.—New school, Lammack. B.E.: 
*James Whittaker & Sons, Ltd., Bastwell,. Black- 
burn. 

Border.—10 houses at Wetheral, for R.D.C,: 
Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle, £15,111. 

Brighouse—H ouses for B.C.:—30 at Cain-la. 
estate: *Rowland Lumb & Co., £36,849; 14 at 
Stoney-la. estate; *J. Jagger & Sons, Ltd., £16,100 
(both subject to M.H. approval). 

Bromsgrove.—40 houses at Charford estate, for 
oe *Mackee & Rodway, Lid., Northway, 


£44,856. 

Carlisile.—Additions to Carlisle grammar school, 
for E.C. City Engineer, L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher- 
st., Carlisle: *Cleghorn & Co., Ltd., Burgh-rd., 
Carlisle, £10,480. 

Carlisle—Carr & Co., biscuit manufacturers, 
Caldewgate, Carlisle, to carry out first stage altera- 
tion and additions to their works: *J. Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Cirencester.—Erection of 54 houses at Beeches 
estate: *John Laing & Sons, Ltd., Bunns-la., N.W.7, 
£62,716. 

City.—Reinstatement of fifth oe etc., 6, Lloyds- 
av., E.C.3, for City & General Properties, Ltd. : 
*Bridge, W 91, Effra-rd. 

Croft.—Alterations “and improvements at the 
Croft Spa Hotel, Croft Spa, nr. Darlington. Archi- 
tect, E. M. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne: *G. Lazenby & Sons, Ferry- 
hil, Co. Durham. 

Croydon,—Frection of four shops with living 
accommodation on the south-eastern section of the 
New Addington estate: “*Mitchell & Partners 
soit aged ae Ltd., 31, Quadrant-rd., Thornton 
Heath, 261. 


Gunton. Scheme of houses at Fintry Mains 
Housing Farm _ site. Mr. ames MacLellan 
Brown, A.R.1.B.A., architect, Municipal Offices, 
City-sq., Dundee: Pil Housing orporation, 


Ltd., Glasgow, £147, 

Durham.—Works 0 “oe. Erection of hostel at 
Billingham; *William Ward, Billingham, £23,654. 
Erection of long-stay children’s home at Brandon: 
*Brandon U.D.C. Direct Labour dept. Long-stay 
children’s home at Framwellgate Moor, Durham 
R.D.C, Direct Labour dept. Construction of 
second floor and other alterations at Seaham Fire 

tation: *W. Tomlin & Son, Seaham, £6.826. 

Eastbourne. reiki premises 3 Staveley-rd. 
S. G. Scales, A.R.1.B.A., “National Provincial Bank- 
chbrs., Terminus- rd.: *G. Gower & Sons, Ltd., 50, 
Tideswell-rd. 

Erith.—84 flats and six shops, Lesney Farm - 
tate, for B.C.: *W. E. Wright (Eltham), Ltd., 
Eltham-hil, S.E , 

Heckmondwike.—Erection of Dale-la. €.P. sch., 
for C.C.: *L. & W. Morrell, Ltd., Moorside Works, 
Low Moor, Bradford. 

Hetton (Co. Durham).—Modernisation of old 
counci] houses, for U.D.C. Plans by the Surveyor: 
*Direct Labour, £93,000 (work will be sperad over 
a number of years). 


Heywood.—Extensions at Roe Acre Mill, for Roe 


Mill Co., Ltd.: *Parker & Calvert, Lid., Pine- 
Heywood. 
saul —New departmental stores, Paragon-sq., 


for \ eee: Ltd., drapers. T. P. Bennett & 
yr F. & A.R.I.B.A., ‘architects, 43, Bloomsbury-sq., 

W.C.1. Demolition and Clearance: *Sam A‘lom 
(Hull), Ltd., 48, Lincoln-st. 

Kensington.—Erection of 12 flats for aged persons 
on site fronting St. Mark’s-pl.: fA. T. Rowley 
(London), Ltd., Cambridge Works, Lordship-ia., 
N.17, £13,444. 

Lanarkshire.—New posing scheme at the Black- 
wood Vera-rd. site. Grigg Wylie. A.R.LB.A., 
architect, 15, Fo ce so pl., West End, Edinburgh: 
*The Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd., 
West End, Edinburgh. 

Lincs.—Erection of Spilsby sec. sch., for C.C,: 
*John Dutton. High-st., Skegness, £69,196. 

Liverpool. —Works for City Council. Six flats at 

£11,450; 36 flats at 


Hornby-st.: *Direct Labour, 
Beaufort- st. area: *Direct’ Labour, £62,500; 36 
flats at Laxey-st. area: *Direct Labour, £64,300; 36 
flats at. Falkner-st. area: *Direct Labour, £54,700; 
conversion of 124 flats at St. Martin’s Cottages 
into 88 flats: *Direct Labour, £30,800 (all subject 
to Ministry of Local Government and Planning 
approval). Construction of City Technical College 
for Women, Colquitt-st.: *Hale & Williams, Ltd., 
14 Heather-st.. Liverpool, £122,590 ; alterations and 
formation for new engineering workshops at 
Fontenoy-st., extensions of City Co'lege of Techno- 
logy: *Marshall Bros (Builders), Ltd., 3-5, Salop- 
st., Liverpool, £11,609 
sohanidon. ~Réconsimnction es) Premier Mills, Silver- 
or Joseph Rank, Ltd.;: *Si 
& oe, Ltd., 80, Park-la., W.1 Sr B MeAlgine 
L.C.6.—War damage repairs. at Dalston second- 
ary school, Wilton Way (Hackney South) :— 
W. J. Simms, Sons’ & Cooke 8 
Marylebone ° : . £43,997 
The Demolition & Consiruetion Co., Ltd., 
Westminster ws 41,950 


” 


Thomas Tierney & Co., “Ltd., Po lar ‘54 
; Jarvis & Sons, Ltd.. Westmins pla 40.964 
r. Troy & Co., Ltd. Southwark 0,527 
R. Hinperson & Son, Ltd., Broad Street- ; 
pl, E.C.2 a 40.048 
Toreons Ltd Pinehary eS 30 747 
McManus & Co., Ltd., Whetstone -~ “ 39,640 
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¥ H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston... 39,483 
& W. Whitehead, Ltd., Lambeth ... 39.286 
Solce & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 39,029 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., “Croydon as ; 38.341 
Thos. Bates & Son, "Lid. Romford . 38,100 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley ... 37,271 
Comparable estimate of architects in “private 


practice responsible for the work is £37,773. 


Repair and adaptation of Hatchford Park, Cob- 
ham, Surrey, for a residential special school :— 
H. H. & 


F. Rol], Ltd., Epsom _... . £40,655 

W. H. Gaze & Sons, Lid., — upon- 
Thames 37,833 
E. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., Addlestone . 37,663 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Sutton ... 36,458 
F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., Cobham ... 35,653 


*R. Holford & Co., Ltd., ‘Guildford ... 35,460 
Comparable estimate of — in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £33 
County primary shool at a estate, 
Hackney :— 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam... £57,663 
Kent & Sussex Contractors, Lid., Jest- 


minster oe 56,568 
C. P. Roberts '& Co., Eta, Holborn ... . 55,427 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster . 54,987 

R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Broad Street- 

“—e E.C.2 54,674 
Richard Gostain, Lid., Westminster... «. 54,496 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington ... 54,311 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 

Marylebone - ae 53,275 
*Chas. S. Foster & Sons, ‘Loughton ae 53,160 


Comparable est:mate of architect in private prac- 
tice responsible for work is £54,900 

Repair of war-damage at Aylwin school (Ber- 
mondsey) :— 


J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth ... £22,530 
Truett & Steel, Ltd.., Croydon 21,951 
Hunter & Clark (Southern), Ltd., Baitersea 20,942 
*. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark... .. 19,948 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Wandsworth 19,107 


Jas. Carmichael (Contractors), Ltd., Wand 
worth ... 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ;. 17,955 
Fredk. Smith & Co, ansaid Ek 
Deptford te ied i 17.528 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Croydon... 17,318 
John Harrison (London), Ltd., Camberwell 17.110 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd., Camberwell .. 16.665 
W. W. Rowney & Co., Ltd., Southwark ... 16.215 
*A. Wheeler (Romford), Ltd., Romford .,. 16,152 
Comparable estimate of ee. in private 


practice responsible for work is £16,375 
London (Admiralty).—Particulars 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty: 
Portsmouth: Instal‘ation of hot water heating 
system in residence, Mumford, Bailey & Preston, 
Ltd., 22, Holdenhurst-rd., Bournemouth. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended February 24:— 

Reroofing of sheds: Sinclairs Stee! Erectors, Ltd., 
Manchester 16. “Dismantling and erection of hut- 
ting: James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Rutherglen. 
Maintenance bulk storage tanks : Rigg "a Remington, 
Ltd., London, N.W.9. Painting work: W. J. Davy 
& Sons, Ltd., Great Yarmouth; T. & G. Saxton, 
Mansfield Woodhouse, Notts; Chas. Scott & Son, 


of contracts 
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Mansfield, Notts; John Scott, Kirkcaldy. 

General maintenance work : Moyser & Son, Don- 
caster; Fred Pearson & Co., Ltd., Doncaster; o. 
Doncaster; Stanley Hugh "Leach, 
Ltd., Twickenham; Arthur Holmes & Sons, Ltd., 
Derby ; Thomas Barker, & Sons, Loughborough: 
Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Leamington Spa. Building 
work: Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wirral, 
Cheshire ; C. & J. Seddon, Littic Hulton, nr. Bolton: 
Geo. Dawson & Son (Contrs.), Lid., Leighton Buz- 
zard, Beds; Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd.. Gerrards Cross, 
Bucks; A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., And- 
over, Hants. 

London (M.O.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended February 24 :— 

Cheshire : Church-rd., Upton, Erection of telephone 
exchange, Puchin (Contractors), Ltd., King-at. 
Works, Middlewich, Cheshire. Dumfries-shire : Dum- 
fries, Erection of temporary office buildings, Brown, 
Fraser & Co., Luchbridge, North Berwick. 
Kent: Masons Hill, Bromley, Erection of Crown 
buildings, Higgs ‘ Hill, Ltd., Crown Works, South 
Lambeth-rd., 8.W. 

Middlesex : raneh Post Office, Wembley, Altera- 
tions and additions, E. J. Lacy & Co., Ltd., 344a, 
High-rd., Willesden, London, N.W.10. Renfrewshire : 
Barrhead, South Arthuflie, Print Works, Recon- 
struction of floors, Wm. Gibson & Co. (Builders), 
Ltd., St. James-st., Pa.sley. Shropshire: L.R.0., 
W hitehall, Monksmoor- rd., Shrewsbury, Alterations 
to huts to form offices, Bertrain E. Pugh & Son, 4, 
General Market- bidgs., Shoplatch, Shrewsbury. 
Worcestershire : T.R.E., V. Factory, Geraldine-rd., 
Malvern, Internal and external painting, Spicers 
(Builders), Ltd., Ombersley-rd., Worcester. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended February 24:— 

London : Roadwork, W. F. Rees, Ltd., London, 
S.W.1. Essex: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W.9. Suffolk: Electrical work, Rashleigh 
Phipps & Co., Ltd., London, W.1. Lincolnshire : 
Building, W. Wright & Son (Lincoln), Ltd., Lincoln. 
Nottinghamshire : Building, R. Hustwayte, Notting- 
ham. Cumberland : Painting, Reid Bros., Carlisle. 






































Merionethshire : Roadwork, Shepherd’s (Rochdale), 
Ltd., Rochdale. 
Lancashire: Electrical work, B. French, Ltd., 


Liverpool. Staffordshire: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & 
Sons, Ltd., London, W.9.. Hampshire: Building, G. 
Kemp, Stroud & Co., Aldershot. Wiltshire: Build- 
ing, A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill. 
Berkshire: Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London, W.9; Building, Knowles & Son (Oxford), 
Ltd., Oxford. Surrey: Wood, Ltd., 
London, W.6. 

Manchester.—Works for Regional Hospital 
Board:—New wing to ward R2 at Lancaster Moor 
Hospital; *A. Robinson & Sons (Morecambe), Ltd., 
Westfield Works, West  End-rd., Morecambe, 
£12,450. Modernisation of male nurses’ home at 
Prestwich Hospital: *G. & W. Dawson & Co., 
Lower Crumpsal, Manchester. 

Merton and Morden.—Flats on site “ H,” Cen- 
tra:-rd., Morden, for B.C.: *Orchard & Reed (Lon- 
don), Ltd., Station-app., Wandsworth Common, 


Building, G. 


. W.12. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Six old 
the Fairways housing site, for T.C.: *Cussins 
(Contractors), Ltd., Moor Court, Gosforth, £5,141. 
Pendilebury.—Erection of nursery school off Moor- 
st. for County Ed. Com.: *P. Hamer, Ltd., £15.063. 
Reigate.—42 “ Wates”” houses and 16 traditional 
houses on the Dover Green — for B.C.: *Wates, 
Ltd., Norbury, S.W.16, £77.38 

Richmond Works) ~:Erecticn of houses and flats 
at Westfield South, for T.C. Archi eae Needham & 
Thorp, 6, High Petergate, York Site works: 
*Walter Thomson, Ltd., Northallerton. Houses and 
flats: *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., York. 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge.—34 dwellings on 
the Wessex estate, Ringwood, for R.D.C. Frank 
Andrews, L.R.I.B.A., 45, High-st., Ringwood: *The 
New Forest Construction Co., Gordon-rd., High- 
cliffe-on-Sea., Hants. 
Rushden.—14 houses at Upper Queen-st., for 
U.DC.: *R. Marriott, Lid., Higham-rd., Rushden, 
£19,140. 

Sale.—Six shops and_flats at Baguley-la. estate, 


people’s houses on 


for B.C. Architects, Cordingley & McIntyre, 180, 
Oxford-rd., Manchester: *F. Entwisle & Co., Lid.. 
Barton-rd., Davyhulme, Manchester £21.125. 


Salford.—24 fiats at Bury-st.. for T.C.: *Unit 
Sa Co., Ltd., £35,400 (subject to M.L.G.P. 
approval). 

Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed between January 25 and February 20. 
House Erection 
Borestone, Stirling (26 tradl.): D. & J. Ogilvie, 
Bridge of Allan, Brick; A. Christie & Sons, Stirling, 
Joiner; George Kirk, ‘Ltd., Glasgue, C.5, Glazier; 
George Riddell, Ltd., Edinburgh, Slater and rough- 
cast; Patrick Knox . & Son, Ltd. Edinburgh, 
Plumber; J. Wallace & Co., Stirling, Plaster; 
Rolland Decorators, Ltd., Leven, Painter; Lockhart 
& MacNab, Stirling, Electrical. Burnfoot, Mawick 


(100 tradl.): Northern Sports Ground Construction 
Co., Edinburgh, Fencing. Mill-rd., Bothwell (20 
tradl.): Barnet & Morton, Ltd., Kirkea'dy, Fencing. 

Kinlochard, Perthshire (12 tradl.): Wm. C. Van- 
hegan, 109, Main-st.,Ca‘lander, Electrical ; P. Mac- 


Farlane & Sons, yj Bridgend. Callander. Roof tiler 
and roughcast; D. J. Ogilvie, Bridge of Allan Brick. 


Kelloholm, Kirkeonnel (192. Dunedin & Atholl): 
S.W. Scotland Electricity Board, Dumfries, Elec- 
tricity. Balvack, Pitfichie (1 tradl.): W. D. Smith, 


30, Allan-st., Aberdeen, Excavator, brick ; John Gray, 
Kemnay, Joiner; Leslie Gordon, Inverurie, Slater; 
James B. Comfort, Alford, Plumber; Anderson & 


37Q 


Greig, 33, Middlefield-pl., Aberdeen, Plaster; A. 
McDermid, Kenmay, Painter and glazier. 
Mill-rd., Bothwell (20 tradl.): Barnet & Morton, 
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Ltd., 192, High-st., Kirkcaldy, Fencing. Kinlochard, 
Perthshire (12 tradl -): John Lambert, Port of Mon- 
teith, by Stirling, Glazier and joiner. Spittal 
Rutherglen (50 Weir) :Weir Housing Corpn., Cvat- 
bridge, All trades. Belmont-rd., Ayr (114 tradi.) : 
S.W. Scotland Electricity Board, Kilmarnock, Elec- 
trical. Kinlochard, Perthshire (12 tradl.): Alex. C. 
ay & Son, Kenmore, Aberfeldy, Plumber. Poplar- 

Aberfoyle (31 tradl.) : David Lawrie, 2, Stirling- 
ro Dunblane, Plumber. Fivestanks, Broxburn (150 
tradl. ): Northern Sports Ground Construction Co., 
Edinburgh, Fencing. Forehill-rd., Ayr (254 houses) : 
S.W. Scotland Electricity Board, Kilmarnock, Elec- 
trical. 

Aberfoyle (31 tradl.) : 


Poplar-av. Graham Cam- 


eron & Paton, 64, Glasgow-rd., Stirling, Excavator 
brick; Boyne Smith & Wyllie, Edinburgh, Elec- 
trical; D. Robertson & Sons (Denny), Ltd., Denny, 


Slater and roughcast; Graham Cameron & Paton, 
64, Glasgow-rd., Stirling, Joiner; J. C. Rolland, Ltd., 
10, Newington-rd., Edinburgh, Painter; D. Robert: 
son & Sons (Denny), Ltd., Denny, Plaster ; James 

Thow, Ltd., , George- st., "Ayr, Glazier. Carrochan- 
cres., Balloch " (tradl.) : Thomas Anderson, James- 
town, Dunbartonshire, Lopping trees. Lesmahagow, 
Lanarkshire (100 Weir): Scottish Gas Board, 
Uddingston, Gas_ services. rt aes Midlothian 
(152 tradl., 142 Galen, 128 Atholl): Scottish Gas 
Board, Dalkeith, Gas services. 

Strathdearn, Inverness-shire (5 tradl.): James 
Plucknett, Ltd., 132, George-st., Edinburgh, Elec- 
trical. Crosshiil & Meadows, Campbeltown, (3 
blocks): Robert Weir & Son, 81, Longrow, Camp- 
beltown, Tile drainage. Stoneyburn, West Lothian 
(54 no-fines): S.E. Scotland Electricity Board, 
Stirling, Electricity services. Kilbarchan, Renfrew- 
shire (8 tradl.): Semtex, Ltd., 53, Kelvin-av., Glas- 
gow, Floor finish. Cummings Park, Aberdeen (100 
Dunedin) : Scottish Gas Board, 50, Cotton-st., Aber- 
deen, Gas services. West End, Loanhead (82 
tradl.): Scottish Gas Board, Edinburgh, 
vices. 


Gas ser- 
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SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
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FLOORS 
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ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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Site Servicing 
Welton-rd., Mauchline (76 tradl.) : 
— 2. Grieve-rd., Greenock (44 Atholl) : 


House Erection 


1952 


S.S.H.A., Ltd., 
S.S.H.A., 


Forehill-rd., Ayr (100 tradl.): S.S.H.A., Ltd., Al) 
trades except plumber and electrical. Netherthird, 
Cumnock (40 Wilson Block): S.S.H.A ee, 2 


trades except plumber and electrical. 
St ig ae 7 ek of Fg ag soe 
C. “A. 


Castlecroft C.P. 


school, for R. Godfrey & Co., Ltd., 
10. Clifton-st., Wolverhampton, £38,398 

Stockport.— —Erection of Reddish male infants” 
school, for B.C.: *Roy & Partners, 25, Cross-st., 
Manchester, £47,888. 


Stoke Newington.—EFrection of two flats, 


one 


maisonette and two shops at 98-102, Green-lanes: 


*A. Scott & Sons (London), Ltd., 
Winchmovye Hill, N.21, £10,437. 

Strataven.—38 houses at The 
Mr. Samuel MacColl, ‘A.R.I.B.A., 
chbrs., Beekford-st., Hamilton: 
County Direct Labour Dept., Motherwell, 
£48,705. 


Goodsmow 


*The Lanarks 
Wist 


2a, Ridge-ave., 


site. 


architect, County- 


hire 
1aw, 


Sunderland.—Erection of Thorney Close County 
prim. jun. and inf. school, for E Architect, 
i. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunder- 
nel *Joseph Huntley & Son, Marion-st., Sunder- 
and, 

Sunderland.—Extensions to the Ministry of 
Labour offices at Pallion, Sunderland: *Randle & 


Co., Ltd., Back Dunelm-st., Sunderland. 


Urmston.—Erection of 83 dwellings at southern 
section of Woodsend-rd. estate, Flixton, for U.D.C.: 


*J. Maunders & Son, Ltd., 554, Barton- rd., 


ford, 


Stret- 


Wallasey.—Houses for B.C. at Chepstow-av.; 
*J. H. Waring, St. Denis, Barrowdale-rd., More- 
ton, £22,173 (16); *C. G. Dawes & Son, St. Olaf, 


Reedville-rd., Moreton, £10,413 (8); completion of 
eight shops at Yew Tree Green: *Ed. Thomas 
(Construction), Ltd., 74, Woodchurch-la., Birken- 
head, 544. 

walthamstow.—Sidney Burnell infants’ school, 
for E.C. FP. Heaven, A.R.I.B.A., Old Monoux- 
bldgs., High- . E.17:*H. C. Leach, Ltd., 261, 
High: st., Waltham Cross (est. cost, £55,000). 
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Tel.: CHAncery 7901-4 











lar 
the 
rea 


wh 
cor 
wit 
Nai 
the 
crit 
tior 








